
AAVP Mission Statement 
The mission of the AAVP is to lead and partner with our members in advancing veterinary parasitology 
education, research, practice and service to improve human and animal health.  AAVP members are 
practitioners, educators, and scientists from academia, industry, and government.  We will accomplish 
this mission by providing: 
• An annual conference for sharing research and educational advances 
• Support to students interested in veterinary parasitology 
• A bi-annual educators symposium 
• Electronic discussion forums 
• Veterinary publications 
• Speakers and programs to veterinary professional meetings 
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From the President 
Dear AAVP members, colleagues and friends, 
Time seems to go by faster each year!!!  It’s hard to believe another year has 
passed and it is once again the time for our annual meeting. 
Plans for this year’s meeting of the AAVP are now well advanced, and our 
Program Chair, Tim Geary, together with the conference program committee 
have put together another great program.  We also have another great city 
for our meeting; San Antonio prides itself on being a friendly and welcoming 
place, and the Westin Hotel is a great venue for our meeting.  The Westin is 
right on the River Walk, so restaurants, shops, and other entertainment are 
just steps away in a lovely setting.  I hope you have already made your hotel 
and travel plans to join us in San Antonio. 
Last year we made two major changes to the structure of the program; 
including student presentations in the regular program and adding a poster 
session.  Due to the success of these changes we are including then again 
this year.  AND – we have added another new twist this year; for the first time 

we will have a conference smart phone app.  The app will allow you to create a personalized schedule of the 
talks and events you want to attend, as well as providing users with the full schedule of events and all 
abstracts.  In addition, the app can receive push notifications of changes to the program schedule or 
announcements from AAVP. 
I am happy to report that we are having a record breaking number of presentations for the second straight 
year.  Importantly, the record level of abstracts is due largely to the high numbers of student submissions.  
This is really exciting to me, as we have seen a steady trend for the past few years of increasing student 
involvement, and really high quality student presentations.  Thus, after some lean years for our Association, 
it appears that we are once again a truly vibrant society with great potential to sustain this well into the 
future. 
At the time of writing, 50 of the 192 people that have registered for the conference are students.  This is 
even a higher percentage than last year’s record number.  47 student abstracts are in the program (37 oral 
and 10 poster), with some students submitting more than one abstract.  Excluding plenary speakers, this 
accounts for 44% of all presentations at the meeting!!!  The students clearly have come through to support 
our meeting scientifically, and I am proud to say that AAVP is reciprocating; 35 students have been awarded 
AAVP Young Investigator Travel Grants.  I also want to give thanks and recognition the student 
representatives on the Executive Committee, Meriam Saleh and Jesica Jacobs.  They have served as full 
active members of the Exec committee, and have spent a great deal of time organizing student activities for 
each day of the conference.  In addition, Meriam did most of the work investigating options for the 
conference app and then making it happen. 
Once again we will have the student presentation competition for both oral and poster presentations; the 
Best Student Oral Presentation competition (with prizes of $500 and $300, kindly provided by Bayer), and 
the Best Student Poster Presentation competition (with prizes of $500 and $300, kindly provided by Elanco).  
Our Awards Committee chair, Tom McTier is still in need of additional judges; please contact him if you 
would like to help out. 
This year’s AAVP Business Meeting is taking place on Monday August 8 at 10.30am. Please plan to attend 
(you too Students!!!)  I am happy to report the membership overwhelmingly approved the bylaw change 
introduced to the membership at last year’s meeting that realigns the activities of two of the AAVP 
committees.  So – we now have an Electronic Media Committee, which will enable AAVP to more fully 
embrace the use of social media.  There may or may not be a connection, but it seems to me that the rise in 
use of social media of AAVP has coincided with the increase in student involvement.  I think having a 
committee focused on this aspect of our activities, as well as our web site is going to be a very positive thing 
for AAVP. 

Ray Kaplan 
AAVP President 
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And finally, we are fortunate to have once again received significant financial support for this year’s 
conference.  In addition to allowing us to keep the registration fee at an unusually low level for comparable 
meetings, this has allowed the AAVP to provide Young Investigator Travel Grants to all eligible students that 
requested travel assistance.  Like many of our members, I am a firm believer that investing in our students 
is a great investment in the future of veterinary parasitology and AAVP.  Thank you to all of our partners for 
supporting the AAVP. 
In closing, it genuinely has been both an honor and privilege to serve as President this past year and on the 
Executive Committee of the AAVP for the past three years.  In particular, a big thank you to everyone who 
has provided help and assistance over this period.  Without the hard work of many dedicated people the 
work of the AAVP could not be done.  Although I step down as president next month, I look forward to 
remaining actively involved in this vibrant organization that feels in many ways as an extended family.  I 
know I am not alone when a say that being a parasitologist is more than a job – it is a major part of who I 
am.  And the AAVP is the mechanism that brings us all together. 
As always, if you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
See you in San Antonio! 
Submitted by Ray M. Kaplan, AAVP President 
E-mail:rkaplan@uga.edu 
Tel: (706)-542-5670 

From the Secretary/Treasurer 

2016 Meeting – Program Overview 
The 61st Annual Meeting of the American Association of Veterinary 
Parasitologists (AAVP) will be held August 6-9, 2016 at the Westin 
Riverwalk, 420 W Market Street, San Antonio, Texas, 78205. 
The hotel phone number is (210) 224-6500.  Hotel reservations can 
be made at 866-716-8108.  More information can be found on the 
hotel website http://www.westinriverwalksanantonio.com and at the 
AAVP website (www.aavp.org). The Westin Riverwalk is a very nice 
mid-sized hotel, with very nice rooms and meeting area.  Dr. Timothy 
Geary (AAVP Program Chair) has been working with Al Marchiondo 
and the Program Committee to assemble an excellent scientific forum 
with the theme "New Vistas in Veterinary Parasitology". Once again 
we are especially pleased to have a full docket of oral presentations, 
plus scientific posters, and poster presentations for your scientific 
enjoyment. 
We are fortunate to continue to have strong corporate support for the 

meeting to offset many of the meeting expenses and to support student travel grants. Bayer Animal Health 
will have a presentation, followed by the opening social mixer in the Hidalgo ballroom on Saturday evening. 
Zoetis will be sponsoring a Luncheon Symposium on Sunday.  Merial will provide a formal presentation on 
Sunday evening in the Navarro A Ballroom, followed by a social in the Navarro Foyer.  Elanco will sponsor 
the Monday evening presentation in Navarro A and the Navarro Foyer will be the site of their social event. 
Ceva will be sponsoring Wine and Cheese Poster Session Socials in the early evening, on both Sunday and 
Monday. The National Center for Veterinary Parasitology will sponsor box lunches at the conclusion of the 
session on Tuesday.  Virbac will once again be sponsoring the student luncheons. 
Again this year, for those AAVP members who would like to become/remain involved as committee 
members, on Sunday morning at 7:45-8:30 AM, a full breakfast will be provided by the AAVP, ONLY for 
those who volunteer and participate as committee members. 

Doug Carithers, AAVP 
Secretary/Treasurer 

mailto:rkaplan@uga.edu
http://www.westinriverwalksanantonio.com/
http://www.aavp.org/
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Registration 
Thanks to all who have pre-registered for the meeting.  The registration fee after July 5 including on-site 
registration is $300.00 for regular members and $125.00 for students.  On-line registration is available at the 
AAVP website (www.aavp.org) by credit card (Visa, MasterCard, or American Express).  On-line payment of 
dues and meeting registration fees are made through Pay Pal although a Pay Pal account is not required. 
The proceedings book with abstracts, meeting badge, and other information will be available on-site.  
Proceedings will not be mailed in advance of the meeting.  Meeting attendees who are not current members 
may apply for membership before the meeting. In addition, please encourage colleagues and students to 
become new AAVP members.  A new member application form is provided on the AAVP website.  The 
AAVP meeting registration fee supports the actual cost of running the AAVP meeting and is separate from 
the annual AAVP membership dues. 

AAVP Membership Dues 
AAVP Membership has been on a calendar year basis for a number of years now.  The payment of 
membership dues for the upcoming year should be paid at year-end (for 2017 dues, between Oct. 1, 2016 
and Jan. 31, 2017).  Annual dues for regular members remain $40.00/year and $10/year for students. For 
those who pay dues at the AAVP meeting, that payment will put you in good standing for the remainder of 
2016, however, you will need to get on track and pay dues again at the year-end to remain a member in 
good standing after January 31, of 2017. 
Dues may be paid online at the AAVP web site (www.aavp.org) by clicking the “Join” or “Renew” button on 
the right side of the home page.  If you log in to the AAVP site first, your personal information will be 
automatically entered on the renewal form.  Once you complete the form, be sure to click SAVE, before 
clicking on the make payment button. If the document is not saved on the AAVP site, no payment amount 
will be forwarded to PayPal, so you will be entering your card information in vain.  The online payment 
system is administered through Pay Pal which accepts most credit cards. If you prefer to pay dues directly, 
please send a check payable to AAVP to me at the address below.  
If you have questions regarding your dues or experience any difficulty with on-line dues payment, please let 
me know and I will assist. 
Members in good standing may purchase an online subscription to Veterinary Parasitology for an additional 
$45.00 per year. 
Thank you for your continued support of AAVP. 
Dr. Doug Carithers 
Secretary/Treasurer, AAVP 
c/o Merial Inc.  
3239 Satellite Blvd. 
Duluth, GA 30096  USA 
Phone: (678) 638-3937 
Fax: (678) 638-3817 
Email: doug.carithers@merial.com 

Submitted by Dr. Doug Carithers, Secretary/Treasurer AAVP. 
  

http://www.aavp.org/
http://www.aavp.org/
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61st Annual Meeting of the AAVP – Conference Information 

Message from the Program Committee 
Dear AAVP Members, 
The 61st Annual Meeting of the American Association of Veterinary 
Parasitologists is rapidly approaching, and the conference organizing 
committee has been working hard to make this a great conference for 
all to enjoy.  The conference runs from 6-9 August 2016 at the Westin 
Riverwalk Hotel in San Antonio.  San Antonio is a great city and the 
Westin Riverwalk Hotel is in a great location, making it easy to enjoy 
the fun and historical sites of this storied city.  Our annual meeting 
promises to deliver an outstanding program that unites a broad-
based group of scientists from academia, industry and government, 
along with veterinarians from private practice. 
The Westin Riverwalk is about 8 miles south of the airport and is 
easily accessible by taxi, limousine, rental car or commercial shuttle 
service. 
This year’s program continues our history of dynamic and exciting 
AAVP programs.  Due to the large numbers of abstracts submitted, in 

addition to our normal program of oral sessions, we again are having poster sessions, highlighted with wine 
and cheese socials, on Sunday and Monday evenings.  We are planning for 91 oral presentations and 24 
poster presentations.  As has been our recent history, we are pleased to include a robust representation of 
student papers, many competing in the best student oral and poster presentation competitions.  Clearly, 
veterinary parasitology education is alive and well.  Once again, we will not have separate student oral 
sessions; all student oral papers will be presented in the session appropriate for the topic. 
The theme of this year’s meeting is “New Vistas in Veterinary Parasitology”.  The goal of the Plenary 
Symposium is to present cutting-edge research on New Vistas in Host-Parasite Interactions.  In this Saturday 
afternoon session, Dr. Angela Mousley will give a talk titled “Parasitic nematode functional genomics – fit for 
purpose?”, followed by a talk from Dr. Collette Britton on “Parasite microRNAs: key regulators and potential 
control targets”, and the third presentation will be by Dr. Richard Peterson, entitled “Novel synthetic biology 
approaches to combat drug resistance in parasites of terrestrial and aquatic animals”. 
In the President’s Symposium on Tuesday morning, the theme will be “New Vistas in Veterinary Parasite 
Diagnostics”.  Dr. David Elsemore will present a talk titled “Intestinal parasite diagnostics—Advances in 
coproantigen detection”, and Dr. Cassan Pulaski will address “Macrocyclic lactone resistance in Dirofilaria 
immitis: The next phase in understanding this complex and still contentious issue”. 
Continuing the success and positive feedback of recent years, once again we will have an AAVP-National 
Center for Veterinary Parasitology-sponsored session entitled “Parasitology Clicker Cases”.  This session will 
be held on Tuesday morning after the President’s Symposium. All are welcome and all can contribute via the 
use of clickers in this highly interactive session. 

  

Tim Geary 
2016 Program Chair 

& President Elect 
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Are you a student? If so, there is even more for you: 
Students will enjoy a series of excellent social and professional opportunities designed specifically for their 
benefit.  All students are encouraged to attend a special student lunch “meet and greet” on Saturday prior to 
the opening session, at which students will participate in some interesting and surprising activities.  This event 
will provide an opportunity for students to get to get to know each other before the meeting starts, so those 
student relationships can be strengthened throughout the conference.  Students are encouraged to attend the 
Zoetis lunch symposium on Sunday.  On Monday there will be a second student lunch devoted to “Careers in 
Parasitology”, at which AAVP members from different career paths in parasitology will meet with students to 
share their insights and advice.  Elections will also take place for the new student representative to the 
Executive Board during the lunch on Monday.  We want to thank Virbac for once again sponsoring the student 
lunches.  The AAVP student membership is healthier and more dynamic than ever, so please come and 
interact with your fellow students. If you have any questions about student activities, please contact your 
student reps Meriam Saleh (msaleh1@vt.edu) or Jesica Jacobs (jjacobs2@mix.wvu.edu). 

And for the Entire Membership: 
The AAVP business meeting and President-Elect address will be on Monday morning, August 8, 10:30 AM – 
12:00 PM.  AAVP Committee meetings will take place on Sunday morning August 7 at 7:45 AM; breakfast will 
be provided for all who attend a committee meeting. Committee Chairs, please contact your members about 
this meeting.  Student best oral and best poster competition winners will be awarded at the start of the 
President’s Symposium on Tuesday morning. 
We are again extremely fortunate to have received generous sponsorship from many of our partners. There 
will be three sponsored evening symposia from partners providing three evening socials: Bayer on Saturday 
evening, Merial on Sunday evening, and Elanco on Monday evening, poster wine and cheese socials (Ceva), 
a sponsored breakfast on Monday (IDEXX) and a lunch symposium on Sunday (Zoetis). 
The AAVP annual meeting exemplifies the fact that we are a vibrant and engaged organization.  Based on the 
dynamic and diverse program for the 2016 Annual Meeting, it is obvious that we are fulfilling our mission 
statement: “to lead and partner with our members in advancing veterinary parasitology education, research, 
practice and service to improve human and animal health”.  With terrific numbers of students attending and 
presenting their research, it is clear that we are training the next generation to lead and advance our wonderful 
profession.  
We look forward to seeing you all in San Antonio. 
Submitted by Timothy G. Geary, AAVP President-elect and 2016 AAVP Program Chair 
  

mailto:msaleh1@vt.edu
mailto:jjacobs2@mix.wvu.edu
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AAVP Committee Reports 

Nominating Committee and Election Results 
The Nominating Committee consists of six elected members, for staggered three-year terms.  This year’s 
committee includes:  Ann Donoghue, Chair (2017), Michael Dryden (2018), Tim Geary (2016), Kevin 
Kazacos (2016), Mason Reichard (2017), Alexa Rosypal (2018).  The committee developed a ballot with two 
nominees for Vice President and 5 nominees for the Nominating Committee.  The nominees were: 

Vice President Nominating Committee 

John Gilleard and Mason Reichard Chris Adolph, Joe Hostetler, Sheila Mitchell, Tom Nolan and 
Andrea Varela-Stokes 

Ballots were sent to members whose membership dues were current: 306 ballots were sent, (24 ballots 
could not be delivered due to bad email addresses in the membership database), 106 ballots were returned.  
The results are as follows: 
Vice President:  John Gilleard 
Nominating Committee:  Sheila Mitchell and Tom Nolan 
Three lessons were learned in this election:  AAVP members are very busy and several of the suggested 
people for the ballot were unable to participate due to time commitments.  If you want to have a voice in the 
future of the association, please be sure your dues are current.  If you want to be able to vote, be sure your 
email address in the membership directory is correct! 

The 2016 Election Results 
     VICE PRESIDENT                                                                  NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to each of you! 
  

John Gilleard 

Sheila Mitchell Tom Nolan 
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Anne Zajac 

Awards Committee Results 

AAVP-Merial Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award 
 
Anne Zajac, from Virginia Tech, has been selected as the 2016 
Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist.  This is the society’s most 
prestigious award and honors the outstanding contributions of an AAVP 
member to the advancement of veterinary parasitology.  Also highly 
notable, Dr. Zajac is the first female recipient of this distinguished award.  
Dr. Zajac’s biography will be featured in the AAVP 2016 Annual Meeting’s 
Proceedings, and she will make a presentation at the annual meeting in 
San Antonio.  In addition to the honor that this award brings, Dr. Zajac will 
receive a plaque and a $1500 monetary award provided by Merial. 
 
Congratulations to Anne on receiving this award! 
 
 
 
 
AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award 

Rachel Curtis-Robles, of Texas A and M University, has been selected 
as the recipient of the 2016 Merck-Outstanding Graduate Student Award 
for her work on the ecology and epidemiology of Chagas disease in 
animal and human hosts throughout the southern United States.  Rachel’s 
research team has established the largest current collection of kissing 
bugs in the United States (U.S.) (over 2800 bugs), providing valuable 
biological material to better understand Trypanosoma cruzi infection 
prevalence and T. cruzi transmission in the southern US.  She will receive 
reimbursement of travel expenses by the AAVP, an engraved plaque and 
a monetary award of $1000 provided by Merck Animal Health.  In addition, 
she will give a 25-minute talk at the AAVP meeting.  Congratulations to 
Rachel! 
 
 
 
 

 
AAVP-CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease 
Brian Herrin, of Oklahoma State University, has been selected as the 
recipient of the 2016 CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease for 
his work on understanding geographic patterns of natural transmission cycles 
of Borrelia burgdorferi, the agent of Lyme borreliosis in North America.  To 
date his research has documented a new focus of B. burgdorferi in I. 
scapularis ticks in southern Appalachia, evaluated patterns and processes 
responsible for transmission of the Lyme borreliosis agent in the New York 
City metropolitan area, and mapped the progression of B. burgdorferi in dogs 
in Canada.  He will receive a $500 Young Investigator Travel Grant, an 
engraved plaque and a monetary award of $1000 provided by CAPC.  
Congratulations to Brian! 
 
 

Rachel Curtis-Robles 

Brian Herrin 
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AAVP-Young Investigator Travel Grants 
The AAVP Awards Committee has selected the following 35 students to receive Young Investigator Travel 
Grants.  Recipients will receive up to $500 to offset expenses associated with attending the AAVP meeting 
in San Antonio.  Each student will present their abstract as part of the scientific program and may choose to 
enter the Best Student Paper/Poster Competition as well.  This year we will have both oral and poster 
presentations.  The Best Student Paper competition is sponsored by Bayer and a 1st and 2nd place award 
will be given with $500 and $300 honoraria, respectively.  The Best Student Poster competition is sponsored 
by Elanco and a 1st and 2nd place award will be given with $500 and $300 honoraria, respectively.  
Congratulations to the recipients! 

AAVP-Student Chapter Delegate Travel Grants 
Nominations were made for 3 delegates and the AAVP Awards Committee has selected all 3 students to 
receive Student Chapter Delegate Travel Grants.  Recipients will receive up to $500 to offset expenses 
associated with attending the AAVP meeting in San Antonio.  Student chapter delegates were not required 
to submit an abstract for presentation to receive the award.  However, the chosen delegate will present a 
brief, up to 5 minute, summary of their chapter’s activities at the Monday student luncheon, and will be 
expected to be in attendance for a significant portion of the conference. 
Congratulations to the recipients! 
This is a new award this year and AAVP encourages 
all student chapters to take advantage of this grant to 
send a chapter delegate to the annual meeting. 

Submitted by Tom L McTier, Chair, AAVP Awards Committee 

Student Name University  Student Name University 

Felipe Corrêa Andrés Bello National 
University  Russell Avramenko University of Calgary 

Alice C. Y. Lee Cornell University  Camila de Queiroz University of Calgary 
Sofany M. Montoya Cornell University  Kelsey L Paras University of Georgia 
Nilda N Valenzuela Cornell University  Sarah G. H. Sapp University of Georgia 
Jeba RJ Jesudoss 
Chelladurai Iowa State University  Molly Savadelis University of Georgia 

Shivani Choudhary Iowa State University  Julia Fabiani University of Kentucky 
Vicky Elizabeth Kelly Louisiana State University  Kristen Krebs University of Kentucky 
Cassan Pulaski Louisiana State University  Jessica Scare University of Kentucky 
Cristina Ballesteros McGill University  Carly Barone University of Rhode Island 
Karine Sonzogni-
Desautels McGill University  Kathryn Purple University of Tennessee 

John R. Evans Oklahoma State University  Meriam Saleh Virginia Tech  
Chele Lathroum Ross University  Cody Elkins West Virginia University 
Amer Alhaboubi Texas A and M University  Jesica R. Jacobs West Virginia University 
Mariam Bakshi Texas A and M University  Javier J. Garza West Virginia University 
Taylor Hollmann Texas A and M University  Denzel Middleton West Virginia University 
Tae Kim Texas A and M University  Brynnan Russ West Virginia University 
Kimberly McCormack Texas A and M University  Elizabeth Shepherd West Virginia University 
Jessica Y. Rodriguez Texas A and M University    

Student University 
Karen Wu University of Georgia 

Vincent Borkowski Ross University 
Anastasia Novy University of Guelph 
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Constitution and Bylaws Committee 
Constitution and Bylaws Committee Members: Tom Kennedy, Chair (2016), Adrian Wolstenholme 
(2017), Alexa Rosypal (2018), Andy DeRosa (2019), Joe Camp (2020) 
In light of substantive changes over the last few years in the importance of social media, the AAVP’s 
Executive Committee proposed re-naming and realignment of the activities of the Outreach/Research 
Committee and the Publications/Internet Committee.  Specifically, the Executive Committee renamed the 
Outreach/Research Committee as the Outreach, Publications and Research Committee, and renamed 
the Publications/Internet Committee as the Electronic Media Committee. 
The following are descriptions voted on by the membership and accepted as changes for the duties of the 
committees as part of the Bylaws of the AAVP. 
NEW 
Outreach, Publications and Research Committee: The Outreach, Publications and Research (OP&R) 
Committee shall initiate new programs that will promote the Association and its members. It shall 
recommend these programs to the Executive Committee and develop and maintain relationships with other 
related societies, producer groups, and industry.  The OP&R Committee shall continually evaluate the 
direction of research in veterinary parasitology and report to the membership on these directions.  It shall 
also develop statements on areas the Association believes research emphasis is needed.  The OP&R 
Committee shall also be responsible for developing, writing, and seeking publication for all scholarly 
documents and books sponsored by the Association for distribution to the membership.  The OP&R 
Committee will arrange and supervise the independent expert review of such documents by two or more 
experts external to the OP&R Committee.  The person serving in the management role will not be a co-
author of the paper.  If all members of the OP&R Committee are co-authors, then the Chair of the OP&R 
committee will assign the management responsibility to a person external to the Committee.  Documents 
submitted by AAVP members without solicitation, for the endorsement or approval of AAVP, will be similarly 
reviewed.  The OP&R Committee will recommend to the AAVP Executive Committee whether the 
publication or dissemination of a given document that has gone through the full review process shall be 
endorsed by AAVP.  All such publications will be issued only after the approval of the Executive Committee. 
Electronic Media Committee: The Electronic Media (EM) Committee shall be responsible for providing 
material to update the AAVP social media accounts (e.g. Facebook and Twitter); a member of the EM 
Committee will be tasked with posting/updating the social media accounts for the organization.  Social 
media posts can consist of interesting news articles, press releases, and AAVP announcements.  All posted 
material should be in accordance with AAVP policies; the moderator will use discretion over postings.  In 
addition, the EM Committee will assist with providing resources and content that can be posted on the 
AAVP website. 
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History Committee 
History Committee Members: Alan Marchiondo, Chair (2018), Tom Nolan (2016), Ashley McGrew (2018), 
Sue Howell (2018), Raf Roncalli (2018) 
The AAVP History Committee of Al Marchiondo, Tom Nolan, Ashley McGrew, Sue Howell, and Raf Roncalli 
established a History page on the AAVP website in order to post historical presentations and documents.  A 
guideline has been posted to invite AAVP members to publish short articles or power-point presentations on 
the history of Veterinary Parasitology on the AAVP history page.  The articles/presentations will not be peer-
reviewed, but will need to reviewed and approved by the History Committee.  Presentations such as 
abstracts and short articles will be available on the public History page, while power-points will be only 
available on the Members-Only History webpage. 
The committee received permission from Dr. Sid Ewing to post his 2015 presentation on "Foundations of 
Veterinary Parasitology in the Bureau of Animal Industry", AAVP Proceedings 2015, Abstract 79.  In 
addition, the following presentations by Dr. Roncalli have also been posted: “History of the American 
Association of Veterinary Parasitologists (1956-2005)” and “Glimpses of parasitology history through 
commemorative medals”, AAVP Proceedings 2014, Abstract 48. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Al Marchiondo, Chair 

Student Representatives Report 
For the first time in our organization’s history the AAVP was able to offer Student 
Delegate Travel Awards to allow a member from each chartered Student Chapter of 
the AAVP to attend the annual meeting.  The award will provide 50%, up to $500, of 
the cost to attend the AAVP annual conference.  We are very excited that student 
chapter delegates will be joining us from the University of Georgia, the Ontario 
Veterinary College, and Ross University this year!  Each delegate will present a 
brief summary of their chapter’s activities at the Monday student luncheon.  We 
hope that in the future more chapters will be able to take advantage of this great 
opportunity, and we are extremely grateful that the AAVP agreed to support 
students in this fashion. 
We also wanted to remind everyone that the deadline for student chapter reports 
was changed this year, and reports are now due by June 30th.  If you were 
unaware of the change, please submit your report to us as soon as possible. 
AAVP has always been a very generous supporter of students; as such, student 
participation has been greater than ever.  The integration of student presentations 
and posters with regular member talks was extremely well received, and the quality 
of student talks is superb.  Students have requested more feedback on their 

presentations and posters.  We are asking AAVP members to please support the students at the annual 
meeting by providing anonymous feedback and constructive criticism on student presentations and posters.  
What better way to garner feedback than to ask the members at large for their thoughts?  We will have 
comment boxes set up in each room, and would welcome your anonymous feedback, comments, words of 
encouragement, and advice. 
Submitted by Meriam Saleh and Jesica Jacobs, AAVP Student Representatives 

  

 

Meriam 
Saleh 

Jesica 
Jacobs 

AAVP Student 
Representatives 
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Announcements 

Position Announcement: Senior Scientist/Principal Scientist, Zoetis 
Job Title: Senior Scientist (RD4) / Principal Scientist (RD5)    Job ID: JR00001247 
Hiring Line: Global Therapeutic Research – Parasitology     Location: Kalamazoo, Michigan, United States 
Job Scope: 
The Parasitology Research and Development group at Zoetis has a track record of success in discovering 
and marketing novel parasiticides for livestock and companion animals.  The team is seeking a motivated 
veterinary parasitology researcher, with a keen interest in the discovery of novel parasiticides.  The 
successful applicant will represent the group on multi-disciplinary teams, to manage and run in vitro and in 
vivo parasite models of commercially important parasites, both in-house and with external vendors. 
Responsibilities: 

1. Support the parasitology research and development team to meet its objectives.  Participate in 
research and development project teams to discover, develop and license veterinary antiparasitics. 

2. Independently design and conduct in vitro and in vivo parasite model studies to evaluate novel 
parasiticides. This will involve writing and maintaining Animal Use Protocols; developing and writing 
study protocols; study monitoring; data collection and interpretation and reporting. 

3. May require scientific input into refinement of existing models or development of novel parasite models 
to facilitate project progression. 

4. Lead and/or participate in multi-disciplinary teams and work in close collaboration with a range of 
scientists and clinicians across the organization. 

5. May serve as project team leader and be responsible for appropriate communication of plans, studies, 
results, and interpretation to the appropriate teams and governance bodies. 

6. Publish and present results to facilitate the objectives of Zoetis, both internally and to external scientific 
audiences.  

7. Maintain contact with universities, private research institutions, government laboratories, producers 
and producer’s associates on relevant scientific matters. 

8. Provide expertise within and across functions in the field of parasitology. 
9. Train/mentor other scientists. 

10. Up to 5% travel may be required. 
Qualifications 
Minimum Skills, Education, Experience and Attributes: 

• PhD in veterinary parasitology. 
• Excellent oral and written communication and interpersonal skills.  Fluency in English is mandatory. 
• Able to work both as a member of a team and independently, in a self-directed manner. 

Desirable Skills, Education, Experience and Attributes: 
• Veterinary degree (DVM)  
• Previous experience in the Animal Health pharmaceutical/vaccine industry or of parasitology. 

research in an academic or commercial environment. 
• Able to work efficiently under pressure to meet multiple project timelines.  
• Ability to understand, influence and motivate colleagues in a matrix organization. 

Hiring Manager: 
Debra J. Woods PhD | Research Director, Unit Head, Global Therapeutics Research - Parasitology, 
Veterinary Medicine Research & Development, 
333 Portage Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
Office: 269.359.9610 | Mobile: 269.599.0838 | debra.j.woods@zoetis.com 
Apply:  Senior-Scientist-Principal-Scientist---Parasitologist_JR00001247-1 

https://zoetis.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/zoetis/job/Kalamazoo---Downtown-Portage-Street/Senior-Scientist-Principal-Scientist---Parasitologist_JR00001247-1
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Position Announcement: Manager/Assoc. Director - Parasitologist R&D, Zoetis 
Job Title:  Manager/Associate Director – Parasitologist R&D   Job ID:  JR00000941 
Hiring Line:  Clinical Development, Global Development & Operations, VMRD 
Location: Kalamazoo, Michigan, United States 
Job Scope: 
The Zoetis Veterinary Medicine Research and Development parasitology team is seeking an experienced and 
motivated clinical parasitologist, ideally with knowledge of parasitology research and development within the 
Animal Health industry.  The successful applicant will support the design and execution of research and/or 
development studies and projects in parasitology.  Dependent upon experience, the successful applicant may be 
asked to lead parasitology projects and contribute to the Zoetis parasitology product portfolio strategy. 
Responsibilities: Support the parasitology research and development team to meet its objectives 

• Provide expertise within and across functions in the field of parasitology 
• Participate in research and development project teams to license veterinary antiparasitics 
• Plan, design and lead clinical studies and/or clinical programs for licensure of antiparasitic products. This 

may include consideration of appropriate study design, protocol generation, study monitoring, data 
collection (including use of electronic data capture [EDC] systems), data analysis and interpretation, as 
well as authoring and review of final reports. 

• Ensure the collection and maintenance of accurate documentation to meet regulatory requirements for 
product licensure and to contribute to generation of dossiers for submission to regulatory agencies to 
support product licensure 

• Maintain and develop a professional network of external experts, contract resource organizations and 
study collaborators, for the purpose of designing and executing antiparasitic studies successfully 

• Support development, progression and implementation of the Zoetis parasitology product portfolio 
strategy 

• Contribute to the identification of potential new research, development  and market support opportunities 
in the field of parasitology 

• Support regional efforts to promote the licensing of products, and/or technologies 
• Publish and present results to facilitate the objectives of Zoetis 
• Up to 10% travel may be required 

Qualifications 
Minimum Skills, Education, Experience and Attributes: 

• Veterinary degree (DVM) plus advanced training, PhD or 5+ years experience in veterinary parasitology 
• Experience of design and execution of parasitology clinical research and/or development studies  
• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills.  Fluency in English is mandatory. 
• Able to work both as a member of a team and also independently, in a self-directed manner 
• Able to work efficiently under pressure to meet multiple project timelines 
• Skilled technical writer 
• Good computer and technology skills 

Desirable Skills, Education, Experience and Attributes:  
• Previous experience in the Animal Health pharmaceutical/vaccine industry or of parasitology research in 

an academic or commercial environment 
• Experience as a project leader, particularly for veterinary antiparasitic projects 
• Understanding of the regulatory requirements for successful licensure of veterinary products 
• Understanding and/or experience of electronic data capture (EDC) tools 
• Ability to understand, influence and motivate colleagues in a matrix organization 

Hiring Manager: 
Gordon Sture, Senior Director, Clinical Development, Kalamazoo 
Zoetis | VMRD | 300-310SW, 333 Portage Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49007-4931 
Office: 269.359.9526 gordon.h.sture@zoetis.com 
Apply: Manager-Associate-Director---Parasitologist-Research---Development_JR00000941-1 

mailto:gordon.h.sture@zoetis.com
https://zoetis.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/zoetis/job/Kalamazoo---Downtown-Portage-Street/Manager-Associate-Director---Parasitologist-Research---Development_JR00000941-1


   
Advancing Veterinary Parasitology Through Research and Education 14 

 

Future Parasitology Meetings 

Future meetings of the AAVP 
62nd Meeting: 21-25 July 2017 – Indianapolis, IN 
63rd Meeting: 13-17 July 2018 – Denver, CO 

World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology 2017 
The 26th International Conference of the World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology 
will be held at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 4 – 8 September, 2017.  
The conference is being hosted by The Malaysian Society of Parasitology & Tropical Medicine and the 
Department of Veterinary Services.  http://www.waavp2017kl.org/ 

American Society of Tropical Medicine & Hygiene (ASTMH) 2016 
The 65th annual meeting of ASTMH will be held November 13 – 17, 2016 at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis and 
Hilton Atlanta in Atlanta, Georgia, USA.  http://www.astmh.org. 

Conference of Research Workers in Animal Diseases (CRWAD) 2016 
The 2016 CRWAD meeting will be December 4 – 6, 2016 at the Chicago Marriott, Downtown Magnificent 
Mile, Chicago, Illinois, USA.  AAVP continues to support the best student competition in the parasitology 
section of the CRWAD meeting.  http://crwad.org/ 
  

http://www.waavp2017kl.org/
http://www.astmh.org/
http://crwad.org/
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The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists 
 
 
 

Editor: Frank Hurtig 
Virbac 

3200 Meacham Blvd. 
Fort Worth, TX 76137 
Office: 682.647.3529 
Mobile: 208.761.8614 

Email: frank.hurtig@virbacus.com 
 
 

Editorial Board:  Tom Kennedy, Michael Dryden, Lindsay Porter, Brian Herrin, 
Pablo Jimenez, Miguel Suderman, Kate Purple. 

 
The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists Newsletter is published three times 

each year with issues in Spring, Summer and Fall.  Contributions to the Newsletter are highly 
encouraged and should be submitted by the dates listed below. 

 
 

AAVP Newsletter Deadline for Submissions 
Newsletter Deadline 

Summer 2016 June 20, 2016 
Fall 2016 October 20, 2016 

Spring 2017 February 18, 2017 
 
 

Please contact the editor with questions regarding these dates. 
 

mailto:frank.hurtig@virbacus.com
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