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From the President 
Dear AAVP members and colleagues, 
I am honored (and still somewhat astonished) to be President of AAVP, a 
terrific organization that has provided great value to the veterinary 
parasitology community for 60 years.  It is great to see that our organization 
continues to be highly relevant for the transmission of scientific knowledge 
about veterinary parasitology in an environment that fosters collegiality and 
mutual support.  Recent meetings confirm that the appeal of AAVP as a 
home for outstanding science is growing.  The San Antonio meeting in 2015 
was wonderful.  We enjoyed a great host city, great hospitality events from 
our sponsors and a completely full program, with 91 oral presentations and 
25 posters in an AAVP-alone meeting.  The future of AAVP is bright indeed. 
Our recent success in providing very full agendas at the annual meeting is 
great, but does cause some headaches for scheduling (and for finding time 
to explore the host city without missing out on great science).  It is fair to 
assume that we will continue to need a poster session at the AAVP annual 
meeting, which offers interesting opportunities for close interactions with the 
presenter.  The poster sessions in San Antonio were well attended (thanks 

in part to sponsored wine-and-cheese accompaniments).  Despite a few challenges, the meeting in San 
Antonio was a great success, and I thank everyone whose hard work contributed to making it a memorable 
occasion. 
In total, 241 people attended the 
meeting in San Antonio.  It was 
great to see that AAVP provides 
strong support for our students, 36 
of whom were awarded AAVP 
Young Investigator Travel Grants 
(same as in Boston).  Our student 
representatives to the Executive 
Committee, Meriam Saleh and 
Jesica Jacobs, did a great job 
organizing student activities 
throughout the meeting, including 
student lunches (supported by 
Virbac on Saturday and Monday), 
the Meet and Greet and Air Band 
contest, a Careers in Parasitology 
session, and student elections.  
Jessica Rodriguez was elected as the new student representative, replacing Meriam, whom we thank for 
her boundless enthusiasm and many valuable contributions, and welcome Jessica. 
As usual, the meeting enjoyed strong support from our partners for three evening socials (Bayer, Merial and 
Elanco), coffee breaks (Scynexis), lunches (Virbac for the students Saturday and Monday, Zoetis for 
everyone on Sunday), poster wine socials (Ceva), and a breakfast (IDEXX).  Sponsorship was also kindly 
provided by 15 additional companies that are listed in the conference proceedings.  Lastly, the National 
Center for Veterinary Parasitology, headquartered at Oklahoma State University, generously organized and 
sponsored lunch for the lively and fun Parasitology Clicker Cases that closed out the meeting. 
Two major changes made for the Boston meeting were continued: inclusion of poster sessions and 
integration of student papers into regular sessions, rather than having student-only sessions.  Poster 
sessions were needed in light of the completely full slate of talks and, as mentioned, provide terrific 

AAVP President 
Tim Geary 

AAVP students enjoying the meeting. 
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opportunities for direct feedback from attendees to speakers.  Needing poster sessions is a testament to the 
appeal of our annual meeting, and should become a routine aspect of the conference.  Including student 
presentations in regular sessions is now an accepted part of the program and will continue.  In that light, 
please start planning your trip to Indianapolis now, which will be another great AAVP meeting in another 
great host city.  President-elect and chair of the conference organizing committee, Dan Zarlenga, is 
preparing a great program for the 2017 meeting at the Sheraton City Center Hotel in Indianapolis, July 22-
25, 2017.  Please put these dates on your calendar and plan to join us.  More information will be 
forthcoming in the next Newsletter. 
What does the coming year hold?  The AAVP is a vibrant and thriving organization and does not need major 
changes (thankfully!).  However, a few new initiatives seem to worth consideration.  Student participation in 
the annual meeting and in the life of the AAVP has increased greatly in the past 
few years.  This is extremely gratifying and we will continue to emphasize student 
involvement in all of our operations.  To build stronger student chapters at 
veterinary schools, we are looking into the possibility of funding a seminar 
presentation by an AAVP member at each chapter each year.  With a focus on 
identifying young(er) AAVP members as speakers, we believe we can build on 
these connections to enhance our already impressive student numbers and 
involvement. 
We have realigned two of our important outreach/publications committees, thanks 
to Past-President Ray Kaplan.  I would like to increase the quality and depth of the 
information available to members on the AAVP web site, including the deposition 
of more material in a Wiki format and a possible repository of important reviews 
that have been published in an open-access format. 
Finally, recognizing that “American” is an adjective that applies to more than one 
continent, I hope to develop a plan that can provide travel support for colleagues 
from Central and South America to attend and present at the AAVP annual meeting.  Much outstanding 
research and many outstanding researchers in veterinary parasitology are found outside of North America 
and tremendous mutual benefit will occur if we can build attendance from non-traditional areas to make it a 
truly American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists.  
AAVP functions so well as an organization as a result of the work that its members do through service on 
committees.  Current committee membership is listed in this newsletter, and I sincerely thank all who serve 
on committees for your time and efforts.  We need more people to become involved, both student and 
regular members. If you did not sign up for a committee in San Antonio, it is not too late; just contact either 
me or the chair of that committee.  Please consider volunteering to serve one or more committees; AAVP 
needs you.  For committee chairs: please arrange meetings by teleconference at least quarterly.  We will 
continue to schedule Committee meetings during the annual conference, prior to the business meeting. 
The Executive Committee has started its monthly teleconferences and will be having our midyear meeting in 
Indianapolis in February and we would be happy to consider matters that you feel are pertinent for AAVP.  
Along with the other members of the Executive Committee, I look forward to being of service to the 
membership in the coming months and seeing you in Indianapolis next summer. 
Submitted by Timothy G. Geary, AAVP President 
Email: timothy.g.geary@mcgill.ca 
Tel: (514) 398-7612 
  

Tower Life Bldg. 
San Antonio 

mailto:timothy.g.geary@mcgill.ca
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Doug Carithers 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Dues Reminder 
January 31, 2017 
Pay your 2017 dues 

online 
http://www.aavp.org/ 

From the Secretary/Treasurer 

2017 AAVP Membership Dues 
Thank you to those who have already paid their 2017 membership dues, 
and especially to those who have actually pre-paid AAVP dues for the 
coming years, or set up auto-pay on the AAVP PayPal account. 
AAVP Membership Dues for calendar year 2017 are now due.  Beat the 
rush and submit your dues now!  The AAVP has been on a calendar year 
basis for a number of years now.  The payment period for 2017 dues is Oct. 
1, 2016 – Jan. 31, 2017. Annual dues for regular members remain 
$40.00/year and $10/year for students. Those who have not paid their dues 
by Jan. 31, 2017 will be removed from the membership roster. 
Dues may be paid online at the AAVP web site 
(www.aavp.org) by clicking the “Join” or “Renew” 
button on the right side of the home page. If you 
log in to the AAVP site first, your personal 
information will be automatically entered on the 
renewal form. Be sure to click ‘save’ for approval 
of your existing information, or to approve any 
changes, prior to ‘proceeding to checkout’. The 

online payment system is administered through Pay Pal, but you don’t have to 
have a PayPal account to use the service.  Simply click on the option to pay with a credit card, and you will 
be able to enter the information.  If after entering the information you do NOT receive verification of 
payment, this means you likely forgot to save your information on the AAVP website, prior to proceeding to 
the PayPal account (so, without a confirmed charge from the AAVP, PayPal won’t charge your card). 
If you prefer to pay dues directly, please send a check payable to AAVP to me at the address below.  
If you have questions regarding your dues or experience any difficulty with on-line dues payment please let 
me know and I will assist. 
Members in good standing may purchase an online subscription to Veterinary Parasitology for an additional 
$45.00 per year. 
Thank you for your continued support of AAVP. 
Please contact me if you have questions about your dues status. 
Dr. Doug Carithers 
Secretary/Treasurer, AAVP 
3239 Satellite Blvd. 
Duluth, GA 30096, USA  
Phone: (678) 638-3837 
Fax: (678) 638-3817 
Email: doug.carithers@merial.com 
Submitted by Dr. Doug Carithers, Secretary/Treasurer, AAVP. 
  

http://www.aavp.org/
http://www.aavp.org/
mailto:doug.carithers@merial.com
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Doug Carithers 
Secretary/Treasurer 

2016 Annual Meeting Report 
The 61st annual meeting of the American Association of Veterinary 
Parasitologists was held at the Westin Riverwalk in San Antonio, Saturday 
August 6th through Tuesday morning August 9th, 2014.  A total of 241 
individuals attended the meeting (177 regular members, 53 paid students, 5 
complimentary students, 6 speakers/guests and 39 spouses).  The theme of 
the meeting was “New Vistas in Veterinary Parasitology”.  A total of 36 Young 
Investigator Travel Grants (YITG) were awarded to students (each applying 
for a maximum of $500).  A total of 116 abstracts were included in the 
meeting proceedings (91 oral and 25 posters) assembled by Dr. Tim Geary, 
the Scientific Program Chair.  The AAVP Board meeting was held Saturday 
from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  A plenary session was held Saturday afternoon 
with presentations by Angela Mousley, Collette Britton, and Richard Peterson 
pertaining to functional genomics, microRNAs, and new approaches to 
combatting resistant parasites.  The AAVP/Merial Distinguished Veterinary 
Parasitologist Award was presented to Dr. Anne Zajac, Virginia Tech, 
following the plenary session.  Rachel Curtis-Robles received the 2016 
AAVP/Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award.  She provided her 

presentation entitled “Ecoepidemiology of Trypanosoma cruzi in the US” Saturday afternoon.  Brian Herrin, 
Oklahoma State University, was awarded the 2016 AAVP/CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic 
Disease.  AAVP received direct financial support ($38,750) for the meeting from 15 sponsors including 5 at 
the Partner level, 3 at Platinum, 4 at Gold and 3 at Silver.  The Saturday opening social event was hosted by 
Bayer Animal Health, a Sunday evening social was sponsored by Merial and the Monday evening social 
was sponsored by Elanco Animal Health.  Virbac sponsored the student lunches on Saturday and Monday, 
Ceva sponsored the Poster Session wine-socials, Zoetis sponsored a Sunday luncheon presentation, and 
IDEXX sponsored a breakfast on Monday morning. 
The AAVP business session was held Monday afternoon presided by President Ray Kaplan.  Reports were 
presented for each of the AAVP committee chairs.  John Gilleard was elected as the new AAVP Vice 
President.  Dan Zarlenga is the President Elect and the Program Chair for 2016-2017.  Sheila Mitchell and 
Tom Nolan were elected to the Nominations Committee.  Jessica Rodriguez, Texas A&M University, was 
elected as the 2016-2018 AAVP student representative on the AAVP Executive committee to co-serve with 
Jesica Jacobs, West Virginia University, who completes her term in 2017. 
Molly Savadelis, University of Georgia, was awarded 1st place in the Best Student Oral Presentation 
competition sponsored by Bayer Animal Health.  Carly Barone, University of Rhode Island, received 2nd 
place in this competition.  Honorable mention certificates for the student oral competition were presented to 
Jesica Jacobs (WVU), Jessica Rodriguez (TAMU), Jessica Scare (UKY), Karine Sonzogni-Desautels 
(McGill), Elizabeth Shepherd (WVU), Cody Elkins (WVU) and Denzel Middleton (WVU). 
Cristina Ballesteros, McGill University, was awarded 1st place in the Best Student Poster Presentation 
competition sponsored by Elanco. Kathryn Purple, University of Tennessee, placed second in the poster 
competition.  Sarah Sapp (UGA) received honorable mention in the poster competition. 
During the business meeting a remembrance was offered for Dr. T. Bonner Stewart, M.S. Ph.D., age 91, 
Louisiana State University, who passed away July 23, 2016.  Dr. Kaplan reviewed the goals and 
achievements of the past year.  President-elect Dr. Tim Geary provided an outline of the AAVP goals and 
objectives looking forward for the next 12 months.  Important goals include how AAVP can provide 
education and prevention of anthelmintic resistance, and continue to support students, as they are the future 
of veterinary parasitology.  
Dr. Kaplan was recognized for his efforts and contributions as AAVP President for the past year.  He was 
presented a plaque by Dr. Tim Geary Tuesday morning prior to the President’s Symposium. 
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The AAVP President’s Symposium was held on Tuesday morning. David Elsemore from IDEXX provided 
insights on intestinal parasite diagnostics, and Cassan Pulaski spoke on D. immitis.  This session was 
followed by an audience participation clicker session with supported by the NCVP, from Oklahoma State 
University, presented by the NCVP Residents.  Box lunches at the conclusion were provided the NCVP. 
The following is a synopsis of the officer reports, committee reports, discussions and actions taken 
during the executive board and business meetings. 
President: Ray Kaplan. The minutes of the 2015 meeting in Boston and the 2016 mid–year Executive 
Committee were emailed to the board members prior to the meeting.  Andrew Peregrine moved to accept 
the 2014 minutes, Ann Donoghue seconded, and the minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.  
Meriam Saleh was recognized by Dr. Kaplan for her work on the AAVP app. 
Mid-Year Meeting in Indianapolis:  
The 2016 mid-year meeting of the Executive Committee (Carithers, Kaplan, Geary, Zarlenga, Peregrine, 
Saleh, Jacobs and Marchiondo) was held at the Sheraton City Center in Indianapolis, which is the site for 
the 2017 annual meeting, on Feb. 20-23, 2016.  The 62nd AAVP annual meeting will be held July 22nd 
through 25th, 2017 in Indianapolis and will be a stand-alone meeting of the AAVP. 
Secretary (and Finance chair’s report: for Andy Moorhead): Doug Carithers reported on membership and 
finances.  No comments on membership or attendance.  Ann Donoghue suggested that a portion of the 
AAVP bank funds be put into an IRA or similar financial device.  Doug Carithers will check with the bank to 
determine account balances necessary to defray charges.  Dr. Kaplan volunteered to help identify safe 
financial devices. 
Nominating: Ann Donoghue announced election results: John Gilleard-Vice President, Doug Carithers-
Secretary-Treasurer, plus Sheila Mitchell and Tom Nolan-Nominating Committee. 
Awards: Tom McTier announced Lindsay Starkey as new chair for 2016-17.  Also mentioned the need to 
include a Student Paper Judging sign-up on the Meeting Registration form. 
Graduate Student/Student Chapters: Meriam Saleh & Jesica Jacobs reported that student chapters are 
now recognized at Cornell, Ontario Vet College, Oklahoma State University, University of Pennsylvania, 
University of Georgia, and Ross University.  Discussion included requesting group photos and reports of 
student chapters for inclusion in the AAVP newsletter.  Additionally, Dr. Geary moved and Dr. Kaplan 
seconded a proposal for AAVP support of $1000/chapter for a guest lecturer (Junior-faculty personnel, that 
are members of the AAVP, to be included on a list of speakers presented to the chapters) for chapters in 
good-standing, for 1 event per scholastic year.  The motion was approved. 
Archives: Tom Nolan. Report, no motions. 
Constitution and By Laws: Tom Kennedy. Report, no motions.   
Education: Tom Nolan reviewed last year’s Educators’ Symposium, held December 10th-11th at AVMA 
headquarters.  Thanks to CAPC for financial support, David Granstrom for AVMA facilities, and Doug 
Carithers for coordination of hotel meals, etc.  Thirty-two educators from 26 schools participated, with a 
summary available on the Education web page on the AAVP website.  Plans to look for/into more web 
sharing opportunities for educators.  Also, committee was charged with considering holding the next 
Educators Symposium in conjunction with the AAVP meeting. 
Newsletter: Frank Hurtig outlined in the committee report that a disparity was noted between the 
Constitution and By-Laws on timing of the newsletters.  It was determined that the newsletters should 
actually be based more on timing of the annual meeting, rather than by specific dates, as the focus of the 
newsletter is on elections and announcements, the annual meeting “final-prep” and the annual meeting 
wrap-up.  C&BL committee charged with looking into wording/need for change to either the Constitution or 
By-Laws. 
Publications/Internet: Tariq Qureshi. Report, no motions.  Formal transfer of the Publications component 
from the former Electronic Media and Publications committee has been has been completed into the 
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former Outreach/Research committee.  This is now called the Outreach, Publications and Research 
committee.  Meriam Saleh will be the new chair of the Electronic Media committee.  Revamp of AAVP 
website is on the docket for 2016. 
Outreach, Publications and Research committee: Andy DeRosa. Charged with developing the 
supported speaker list for student chapters (mentioned in Student report above). 
Historian/History: Al Marchiondo discussed intent to make an interactive history page/site on new AAVP 
website. 
Past Presidents: Andrew Peregrine. No report 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Membership timing/expiry. 
All membership will expire on January 30th of the year following dues payment. Multiple years of dues can 
be paid.  For members in good standing, dues for the subsequent calendar year may be paid from October 
1 (approximate timing of Post-meeting AAVP newsletter) until January 30th.  Members will lose good-
standing, should dues not be paid by January 30th, and will receive notification of same. 
Awards:  
Wording of student awards to be changed to clearly state that the awards only go to active AAVP students 
in good-standing. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Meeting Registration for non-members: 
Registration costs for 2017 Annual meeting and beyond, for non-members will be $50 higher than the 
registration for AAVP Members.  This premium price will ensure that they are allowed to participate in the 
meeting, but will NOT be included in the membership nor receive AAVP announcements. 
Future Meetings: 
2017 – July 22-25 
Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel 
31 W. Ohio Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Tel: 317-236-2554 

2018 – July 14-17 
The Curtis Hotel 
1405 Curtis St. 
Denver, CO 80202 
 

2019 – July 7-11 
Joint Meeting with the WAAVP 
Madison, WI 
 

AAVP Website 
Revamping of website to be overseen by Electronic Media committee. 

Respectfully submitted by Dr. Doug Carithers, Secretary/Treasurer AAVP 
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AAVP Leadership, Committee Chairs / Members 

AAVP Officers 
 

  

Immediate Past-President: 
Ray Kaplan 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Doug Carithers 

President-Elect 
& Program Chair: 

Tim Geary 

President-Elect 
& Program Chair: 

Dan Zarlenga 

 
   

  

Thanks to Ray Kaplan, our 
outgoing AAVP President!  
Ray was presented with a 
plaque by Timothy Geary in 
recognition of his service 
as Association President. 

Vice President: 
John Gilleard 
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2016 – 2017 Committees 
NOTICES 
Attention AAVP Members: If you are listed as a committee member with a (2016) date then you are 
technically not on that committee anymore.  However, I kept your name on the list here, as many of you may 
want to continue serving.  If you are due to rotate off in 2016, please contact the chair of that committee to 
confirm that you either are no longer on the committee, or that you want to continue serving for another  
3-year period. 
Attention Committee Chairs: Please contact all of your members to confirm that they know they are on 
your respective committees and that they wish to continue serving in that role.  Please then send me an 
updated list of active members of your committee with ending dates of their terms. 
Thanks, 
Tim Geary, President, AAVP 

Elected Committees 

Nominations Committee 
Ann Donohue, Chair ardonoghue@gmail.com (2017), Mason Reichard (2017), Michael Dryden (2018), 
Alexa Rosypal (2018), Sheila Mitchell (2019), Tom Nolan (2019). 

Appointed Committees 

Archives 
Tom Nolan, Chair parasit@vet.upenn.edu (2018), Raf Roncalli (2018), Miguel Suderman (2019), Ann 
Donoghue (2019). 

Awards Committee 
Lindsey Starkey, Chair lindsay.starkey@okstate.edu (2018), David Lindsay (2015), Susan E. Little (2016), 
Dante Zarlenga (2017), Alice Lee (2018), Raj Gaji (2018), Gui Verocai (2018), Jim Miller (2018), Joe Camp 
(2018), Darwin Murrell (2018), Roger Prichard (2018), Jesica Jacobs (2019), Lora Ballweber (2019). 

Constitution and Bylaws Committee 
Adrian Wolstenholme, Chair adrianw@uga.edu (2017), Alexa Rosypal (2018), Joe Camp (2018), Ryan 
Avery (2019), Andy DeRosa (2019). 

Education Committee 
Tom Nolan, Chair parasit@vet.upenn.edu (2017), Roberto Cortinas (2016), Tammi Krecek (2016), 
Antoinette Marsh (2017), Andy Moorhead (2017), Anne Zajac (2017), Lora Ballweber (2018), Javier Garza 
(2018), Brian Herrin (2018), Joyce Login (2018), Araceli Lucio-Forster (2018), Michael Kent (2018), Ashley 
McGrew (2018), Heather Walden (2018), Andrea Varela-Stokes (2018), Akinsanya Bamidele (2019), Harold 
Newcomb (2019). 

Finance Committee 
Andrew Moorhead, Chair amoorhed@uga.edu (2017), Bob Storey (2016), Pete Hann (2018), Ashley 
McGrew (2018), Jim Miller (2018). 

mailto:ardonoghue@gmail.com
mailto:parasit@vet.upenn.edu
mailto:lindsay.starkey@okstate.edu
mailto:adrianw@uga.edu
mailto:parasit@vet.upenn.edu
mailto:amoorhed@uga.edu
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Historian 
Alan Marchiondo amkj46@aol.com (2018), Sue Howell (2018), Ashley McGrew (2018), Tom Nolan 
(2018), Raf Roncalli (2018). 

Newsletter/Editorial Board 
Frank Hurtig, Chair frank.hurtig@virbacus.com (2018), Michael Dryden (2017), Tom Kennedy (2017), 
Brian Herrin (2018), Pablo Jimenez (2018), Lindsay Porter (2018), Kate Purple (2018), Miguel Suderman 
(2018), Jeba Jesudoss (2019), Katherine Petersson (2019), Brad Scandrett (2019). 

Program Committee 
Dan Zarlenga, Chair Dante.Zarlenga@ars.usda.gov (2019), Jesica Jacobs (2017), Ray Kaplan (2017), Al 
Marchiondo (2017), Doug Carithers (2018), Tim Geary (2018), Jessica Rodriguez (2018). 

Electronic Media Committee 
Meriam Saleh, Chair msaleh1@vt.edu (2019), Alice Houk-Miles (2018), Ann Donoghue (2018), Lauren 
Lewis (2018), Marie Varloud (2019), Denise Kobuszewski (2019), Brynnan Russ (2019), Denzel Middleton 
(2019). 

Publications/Outreach/Research Committee 
Andy DeRosa, Chair andrew.derosa@zoetis.com (2018), Frederic Beugnet (2016), Carly Barone (2018), 
Sheila Mitchell (2018), Cassan Pulaski (2018), Chanel Schwartzentruber (2018), Miguel Suderman (2018), 
Guilherme Klafke (2019), Saurabh Verma (2019). 

Ad Hoc List Serve Manager 
Bert Stromberg b-stro@umn.edu (2016) 

Past Presidents 
Ray Kaplan, Chair rkaplan@uga.edu (2019), Dwight Bowman, (2017), Andrew Peregrine (2018) 

Student Representatives 
  

Jesica Jacobs 
Jjacobs2@mix.wvu.edu 

(2017) 

Welcome to Jessica Rodriquez 
who joins Jesica Jacobs as 
Student Representative to 
AAVP.  Our thanks to Meriam 
Saleh who completed her term 
this year. 

Jessica Rodriguez 
jyrodriguez@cvm.tamu.edu 

(2018) 

mailto:amkj46@aol.com
mailto:frank.hurtig@virbacus.com
mailto:Dante.Zarlenga@ars.usda.gov
mailto:msaleh1@vt.edu
mailto:Andrew.derosa@zoetis.com
mailto:b-stro@umn.edu
mailto:rkaplan@uga.edu
mailto:Jjacobs2@mix.wvu.edu
mailto:jyrodriguez@cvm.tamu.edu
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Awards 

2016 AAVP-Merial Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award 
 
 
Dr. Anne Zajac, Professor of 
Parasitology, Virginia-Maryland 
College of Veterinary Medicine at 
Virginia Tech, was the 2016 recipient 
of the AAVP-Merial Distinguished 
Veterinary Parasitologist Award.  
This is the society’s most prestigious 
award and honors the outstanding 
contributions of an AAVP member to 
the advancement of veterinary 
parasitology.  Dr. Zajac is the first 
female recipient of this reward.  She 
presented highlights from her 
accomplished career during the 
AAVP annual meeting in San 
Antonio.  She had received the 
AAVP Distinguished Service Award 
in 2008 and served as the first 
female president of the organization 
in 2001-2002. 

Anne received her doctor of veterinary medicine degree from Michigan State University in 1982 and 
completed her doctorate in veterinary parasitology at The Ohio State University in 1986 then began her 
current faculty tenure at Virginia Tech.  Dr. Zajac is a professor of parasitology in the Department of 
Biological Sciences and Pathobiology. 
Ann’s dedication and contributions to veterinary parasitology start with her love for teaching and supervision 
of the college parasitology diagnostic laboratory.  Her focus and energy was also instrumental in gaining 
acceptance of the Parasitology specialty through the American College of Veterinary Microbiology (a charter 
member and exam board member).  She is sought out both in North America and internationally for her 
expertise in parasite management and husbandry of small ruminants.  Veterinarians around the world also 
know her for the excellent writing she has demonstrated in numerous papers and book chapters but, 
especially, for taking on the leadership to edit and continue publication of Veterinary Clinical Parasitology. 
Congratulations, Dr. Zajac, and thank you for all you have given to veterinary parasitology! 
  

Dr. Anne Zajac receiving the AAVP-Merial Distinguished 
Veterinary Parasitologist Award presented by Doug Carithers 
(right) with Tom McTier. 
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AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award 
 
Dr. Rachel Curtis-Robles, of Texas A & M 
University, was selected as the recipient of the 
2016 AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student 
Award. In front of a crowded room, Rachel received 
her award and presented her work entitled, 
“Ecoepidemiology of Trypanosoma cruzi in the US” 
which included data collected through the citizen 
science program initiative as well as the T. cruzi 
infection prevalence in local vectors, wildlife, and 
working dogs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AAVP-CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease 
 

Dr. Brian Herrin, of Oklahoma State University, was 
chosen as the recipient of the 2016 AAVP-CAPC 
Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease for his 
work on the geographic distribution of Lyme borreliosis 
in North America. 
  

Dr. Rachel Curtis-Robles, Texas A&M 
University, is the recipient of the AAVP-Merck 
Outstanding Graduate Student Award.  
Presenting the award are Kathleen Heaney 
(center) and Tom McTier. 

Dr. Brian Herrin, Oklahoma State University, 
was awarded the AAVP-CAPC Graduate 
Student Award in Zoonotic disease.  
Presenting the award is Dwight Bowman 
(left) along with Tom McTier (center). 
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AAVP Young Investigator Travel Grants 
AAVP selected the following 36 students listed below to receive Young Investigator Travel Grants.  
Recipients received up to $500 to help offset expenses associated with attending the AAVP meeting in 
Boston.  Congratulations to all of these recipients!  Each student presented their abstract as part of the 
scientific program and could also choose to enter the Bayer Best Student Paper Competition as well the 
Elanco Best Student Poster Competition. 
 
Jessica Conroy Cornell University Russell Avramenko University of Calgary 
Alexandra Kravitz Cornell University Guilherme G. Verocai University of Calgary 
Matthew McCullouch Cornell University Mary Maclean University of Georgia 
Ryan Avery Louisiana State University Melissa Miller University of Georgia 
Vicky Kelly Louisiana State University Molly Savadelis University of Georgia 

Cassan Pulaski Louisiana State University Chanel 
Schwartzentruber University of Guelph 

Thangadurai Mani McGill University Jennifer Bellaw University of Kentucky 
Karine Sonzogni-
Desautels McGill University Eileen Donoghue University of Kentucky 

Amanda Blom Oklahoma State University Marie Noel University of Kentucky 
Jeff Gruntmeir Oklahoma State University Jessica Scare University of Kentucky 
Brian Herrin Oklahoma State University Melissa Beck University of Lethbridge 
Livvy Jones Oklahoma State University Bradley van Paridon University of Lethbridge 
Yoko Nagamori Oklahoma State University Kathryn Purple University of Tennessee 
Lindsay Starkey Oklahoma State University Alice Houk Virginia Tech 
Lobna Dagher Ross University Meriam Saleh Virginia Tech 
Shakirat Adetunji Texas A&M University Javier Garza West Virginia University 
Miranda Bertram Texas A&M University Jesica Jacobs West Virginia University 
Jessica Rodriguez Texas A&M University Elizabeth Shepherd West Virginia University 

 

 
  

Recipients of AAVP Young Investigator 
Travel Grants for the 2016 Conference. 



   
AAVP: Advancing Veterinary Parasitology Through Research and Education 14 

 

Bayer Best Student Paper Competition 

 

Honorable mention certificates for the student oral competition were presented to (left to right) 
Cody Elkins (WVU), Denzel Middleton (WVU), Elizabeth Shepherd (WVU), Jesica Jacobs (WVU), 
Karine Sonzogni-Desautels (McGill), Jessica Scare (UKY), and  (not in photograph) Jessica 
Rodriguez (TAMU).  Pictured (back row) with the award winners are Tom McTier and Tim Geary.  
Fifty-five students entered the Best Student Paper/Poster Competition with 26 papers selected to 
be presented. 
  

Molly Savadelis, University of Georgia, 
was awarded first place 

Carley Barone, University of Rhode 
Island, was awarded second place 
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Elanco Best Student Poster Competition 
Tom McTier (chairman of the Awards Committee) and Tim Geary (AAVP President) are shown with each of 
the award recipients. 

Our sincere thanks go to the members of the 2015-2016 Awards Committee for their work with this 
significant part of our conference. 

AAVP Annual Meeting 2017 – Indianapolis:  Get it on your calendar now 

 
The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists 62nd Annual Meeting will be held July 22-25, 2017 at 
the Sheraton Indianapolis City Centre Hotel, 31 W. Ohio Street, Indianapolis, IN, USA.  We look forward to 
seeing everyone there next year. 
 
Dan Zarlenga, AAVP President Elect and Conference Program Chair 
Email: Dante.Zarlenga@ars.usda.gov 
 
  

Cristina Ballesteros, McGill University, 
was awarded first place 

Kathryn Purple, University of 
Tennessee, was awarded second place 

Sarah Sapp, University of Georgia, 
received honorable mention 

mailto:Dante.Zarlenga@ars.usda.gov
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Anne Zajac – AAVP Distinguished Parasitologist Award Recipient 
Anne Zajac was born and raised in Lansing, Michigan, the daughter of 
Robert and Joan Zajac.  Her mother is a World War II British war bride 
and Anne looked forward to summer trips to see relatives in south Wales.  
Anne had no interest in science or veterinary medicine growing up—she 
preferred literature and theatre—but by the time she started as an 
undergraduate at the University of Michigan her interests were expanding.  
She took an Experimental Psychology course and discovered biology, 
which led to her first laboratory experience –assisting a psychology 
graduate student –and she shifted her major to Psychology.  But 
psychology wasn’t “sciencey” enough and Anne changed again to 
Zoology.  An Invertebrate Zoology course was a dramatic revelation.  
Anne was accepted into an entomology PhD program at Notre Dame 
University, but the summer 
after graduation she traveled 
to the UK and her strong 
attachment to that country 
led to the decision to defer 

graduate school and stay, at least temporarily.  By the greatest 
good luck she found a laboratory job that allowed her to get a 
work permit.  That position was at the Wellcome Laboratories 
for Experimental Parasitology at the University of Glasgow 
where Anne discovered that the best invertebrates are 
parasites while working for Dr. Adrian Hopkins on the immune 
response to the rodent tapeworm Hymenolepis diminuta. 
After two years in Glasgow, Anne decided to reapply for graduate school, but this time to work on 
tapeworms.  She returned to the U.S. for a MS program in the laboratory of Dr. Jeffrey Williams at Michigan 
State University.  The Williams lab was full of energetic and enthusiastic graduate students and postdocs 
from around the world, including Tim Geary, George Conder, Bruce Hammerburg and Roger Cook.  Anne’s 
MS work was on the host /parasite relationship of the rodent schistosome Schistosomatium douthitti and the 
dramatic differences between the response of laboratory mice and voles to the parasite.  Jeff’s lab was in 
the veterinary college at MSU, and seeing the possibilities of veterinary medicine and veterinary 
parasitology were another enormous revelation.  While at MSU Anne also earned a DVM before moving to 
another Big 10 school, Ohio State University, to enroll as a PhD student under the direction of Dr. Rupert 
Herd, an Australian parasitologist who was one of the first to apply the concepts of strategic parasite control 
in the U.S.  Anne’s dissertation, like her MS thesis, again dealt with differences in host responses to 
parasites—this time differences in the response of hair and wool sheep breeds to the amazing nematode 
Haemonchus contortus. Important sources of support at OSU were her office mates Craig Reinemeyer and 
Glenn Frank, not to mention her future husband, Gareth Moore, a Canadian veterinarian doing a clinical 
pharmacology residency at OSU, who won Anne’s heart by helping place jugular catheters in sheep for 
round the clock sampling in January in northern Ohio. 
After completing their time in Ohio, Anne and Gareth were married and became faculty at the Virginia-
Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine at Virginia Tech in one of the loveliest parts of the U.S, 
the mountains of southwestern Virginia.  Anne and Gareth purchased a small farm in nearby Giles County 
and were soon joined by a daughter (Isabel) and son (Alistair) and a small flock of parasite resistant sheep.  
Anne’s first parasitology colleague at VT was Jorgen Hansen, a delightful and accomplished Danish 
parasitologist, who was also interested in ruminant nematodes.  However, for most of Anne’s time at VT, her 
primary partner in parasitology has been David Lindsay who joined the faculty several years after Anne. 
They have been colleagues in research ever since and provided the parasitology instruction and diagnostics 
at the veterinary college ever since. One of the best parts of Anne’s job at VT has been the opportunity to 
share the fascination of parasites with undergraduate, graduate and veterinary students.  Anne has served 

Anne M. Zajac, DVM, 
M.S., Ph.D., DiplACVM 
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on a number of graduate committees and advised or co-advised students both MS and PhD students 
including Maxine Kellman, Alexa Rosypal and Aaron Lucas.  With Jorgen Hansen and David Lindsay, Anne 
has contributed to infecting other VT students with the parasitology bug including AAVP members Susan 
Little, Ray Kaplan, Sheila Mitchell and Alice Houk. 
During her career at VT, Anne has conducted research in several areas, but her greatest interest has been 
the gastrointestinal nematodes of ruminants.  She has continued work in genetic variation in resistance.  
More recently she has become involved in research on the use of plant and microbial products as 
anthelmintics including orange oils, cranberry proanthocyanidins and birdsfoot trefoil.  She is a member of 
the American Consortium for Small Ruminant Parasite Control and has been active in outreach to small 
ruminant producers.  Her work with H. contortus has led to collaborations with a number of excellent 
scientists including Katherine Petersson (University of Rhode Island), Dave Notter and Scott Greiner (VT), 
Stephan Wildeus (Virginia State University) and numerous colleagues in ACSRPC and the USDA.  Another 
area of interest for a number of years has been Giardia infections in small animals, which has recently led to 
another successful collaboration with Joel Herbein and his colleagues (TechLab, Inc). 
In 2010 Anne became one of the charter diplomates of the Parasitology specialty in the American College of 
Veterinary Microbiologists and she has served on the exam committee since that time.  She was recently 
elected to the Board of Governors of ACVM.  She has been an active 
member of AAVP during her parasitology career, serving on a number of 
committees and as AAVP president in 2001-2002.  In the early 1990’s 
Iowa State University Press offered AAVP the opportunity to assume 
responsibility for an updated edition of Veterinary Clinical Parasitology by 
Margaret Sloss and Russell Kemp, since both authors were deceased.  
The AAVP Executive Board asked Anne if she would be interested in 
taking on the project of updating the book.  She agreed and with the 
assistance of many members of AAVP the 6th edition appeared in 1994.  
Subsequently, Gary Conboy joined her as co-author for the all color 7th 
edition (2006) and updated 8th edition (2012).  The 9th edition of the 
textbook is now in preparation.  
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WSAVA Honors Dr. Jorge Guerrero 

Dr. Jorge Guerrero was the recipient of the 2016 Meritorious Service Award from the 
World Small Animal Veterinary Association (WSAVA) at their conference held 27-30 
September in Cartagena, Colombia. 
After graduating with his veterinary medicine certification from the University of San 
Marcos in Lima, Peru, Dr. Guerrero obtained a PhD in Immunology and Parasitology 
at the University of Illinois.  He enjoyed an illustrious career in industry.  In 2005, he 
was awarded the Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award from the American 
Association of Veterinary. 
Currently, Dr. Guerrero serves as an Adjunct Professor of Veterinary Parasitology in 
the Department of Pathobiology of the School of Veterinary Medicine of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
 

Future Parasitology Meetings 

Future meetings of the AAVP 
62nd Meeting: 21-25 July 2017 – Indianapolis, IN 
63rd Meeting: 14-17 July 2018 – Denver, CO 

American Society of Tropical Medicine & Hygiene (ASTMH) 2017 
The 66th annual meeting of ASTMH will be held November 5 – 9, 2017 at the Baltimore Convention Center 
in Baltimore, Maryland USA.  http://www.astmh.org. 

World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology 2017 
The 26th International Conference of the World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology 
will be held at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 4 – 8 September, 2017.  
The conference is being hosted by The Malaysian Society of Parasitology & Tropical Medicine and the 
Department of Veterinary Services.  http://www.waavp2017kl.org/ 
 

Announcements 

Scholarships Available to Attend 26th WAAVP AF Conference 

A limited number of partial scholarships will be available to assist veterinary Parasitologists in attending the 
26th Conference of the World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology African 
Foundation.  The conference will be held 4 – 8 September, 2017, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  More 
information regarding applications for these scholarships may be found here.  1 March, 2017 is the deadline 
for applications. 
  

Link to WSAVA announcement 

http://www.wsava.org/
http://www.astmh.org/
http://www.waavp2017kl.org/
http://www.waavp2017kl.org/schorlarship.php
https://www.wsava.org/sites/default/files/WSAVA%202016%20Meritorious%20Service%20Award%20Winner%20Announced.pdf
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The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists 
 
 
 
   Editor: Frank Hurtig 
    Virbac 
    3200 Meacham Blvd 
    Fort Worth, TX 76137 
    Phone: 682.647.3529 
    Email: frank.hurtig@virbacus.com 
 
 
 

Editorial Board:  Michael Dryden, Brian Herrin, Jeba Jesudoss, Pablo Jimenez, Tom Kennedy, 
Katherine Petersson, Lindsay Porter, Kate Purple, Brad Scandrett, Miguel Suderman. 

 
The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists Newsletter is published three times each year with 
issues in February, June and October.  Contributions to the Newsletter are highly encouraged and should 

be submitted by the dates listed below. 
 

 
   AAVP Newsletter Deadlines for Submissions 

    Newsletter   Deadline 
   February 2016   February 18, 2016 
   June 2016   June 20, 2016 
   October 2016   October 20, 2016 
 
 

Please contact the editor with questions regarding these dates. 
 

mailto:frank.hurtig@virbacus.com
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