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From the President 
 Greetings to one and all, 
I am hoping that the year prior was happy healthy and scientifically 
productive. This year we are pushing up the pre-meeting deadlines and 
asking for abstracts to be submitted as much as 4-6 weeks earlier to 
obviate problems we had last year with timeliness in getting the program 
on line. 
A few weeks ago, your Executive Committee (John Gilleard [Program 
chair], Doug Carithers, Tim Geary, Mason Reichard, Jessica Rodriguez 
[student rep], Ashley Steuer [student rep], and me) and Al Marchiondo 
(Conference Program Administrator) met in sunny Atlanta, GA for the 
2018 AAVP mid-year Executive Board meeting. We had a highly 
productive discussion of plans for the upcoming July meeting in Denver. 
The venue will be returning to the Curtis Hotel. They treated us well in 
2014, the price was right, the food was good, and it is easy to get to. What 
else can you ask for other than presentation rooms that do not double as 
cold-room meat lockers when not in use for conferences. 

The committee spent the lion’s share of the meeting discussing issues and plans for the 2018 annual 
meeting. President-elect and 2018 Conference Chair John Gilleard is putting together a wonderful program.  
John has outlined all essential issues and gory details in the report/meeting announcement that follows. 
Please pay particular attention to the timelines. There are not many, but they are significant. 
We also discussed a host of other issues one of which was updating/upgrading our AAVP website. This was 
a goal we set forth at the 2017 meeting in Indianapolis. Meriam Saleh (Chair) and the electronic media 
committee have been working diligently to get the site up and running by the time the meeting 
announcement is presented. As President, I am challenging the committee chairs and members to begin 
making better use of the site to disseminate information. As example, Sue Howell (Chair) and the History 
committee submitted a proposal to begin obtaining permission and publishing older “landmark” AAVP 
papers on the site. The committee also has plans to provide a special and permanent site detailing the 
careers of members who are no longer with us. Sheila Mitchell (Chair) and the Nominations committee have 
generated a great slate of candidates for us to vote on shortly. Miguel Suderman (Chair) and the Outreach 
committee have some wonderful ideas for expanding AAVPs horizons beyond the US borders and for 
developing better interactions with other societies. Providing these ideas to the membership as they come to 
mind affords a great backdrop for eliciting comments and suggestions from the general membership real-
time rather than annually.  So, I would like to see committees and chairs utilize the website to keep 
membership abreast of what you are doing and your plans moving forward. If there is interest, it is simple to 
make the adjustments to the webpage. 
A suggestion was brought forth to the Exec Committee to amalgamate the old AAVP List serve with the new 
AAVP contact list. In the dissemination of information, the lists were overlapping in some instances but in 
many instances individuals were missing valuable material. Doug Carithers has embarked upon the task to 
merge the databases and cull those individuals whose emails are no longer viable as well as those who no 
longer want to be bothered with AAVP emails. We thank Bert Stromberg for launching the List serve many 
years ago and for maintaining it all this time. Onwards and upwards. 
We have been working with Tom Kennedy who heads the organizational committee for the 2019 WAAVP in 
Madison WI. Mason Reichard (AAVP Vice-President) and Al Marchiondo (AAVP Conference Program 
Administrator) have both been placed on that committee. In conjunction with Tom Kennedy being the key 
organizer, we are confident AAVP has good representation to help keep our interests (and those of our 
students) alive during the organizational phase.  Since most key plans will have been completed by this 
July, we are hoping to get an update from Tom at the 2018 meeting in Denver. Maybe we can get Tom to fill 
us in at the Annual Business meeting. 

AAVP President 
Dan Zarlenga 
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During the 2017 meeting, prior plans were finally put into practice and a new award was instituted in the 
name and honor of Bill Campbell; The “William C. Campbell One Health Award.” The award recognizes 
veterinary parasitologists who have made holistic and outstanding contributions that span animal, human 
and environmental advancements. It also recognizes that Bill Campbell is just such an individual. 
Suggestions are always welcome for ideas or items of business that you believe should be on the Executive 
Committee’s agenda for the rest of this year; please contact me whenever you wish. We will be having 
Executive Committee conference calls every 2-4 weeks between now and our annual meeting in July. 
I would like to finish with a quote I have used on my kids from time to time: 

“Youth ages, immaturity is outgrown, ignorance can be educated, and drunkenness sobered…but 
stupid lasts forever”- Aristophanes 

Rock on…Research on!! 
Submitted by Dante S. Zarlenga, AAVP President 
Email: dante.zarlenga@ars.usda.gov 
Tel: (301) 504-8754 
  

mailto:timothy.g.geary@mcgill.ca
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Dues Reminder 
January 30, 2018 
Pay your 2018 dues 

online 

http://www.aavp.org/ 

From the Secretary/Treasurer 

2018 AAVP Membership Dues 
Thank you to those who have paid their 2018 membership dues, and 
especially to those who have actually pre-paid AAVP dues for the coming 
years, or set up auto-pay on the new AAVP PayPal account.  
Remember, students must be current with their 
dues to be eligible for Young Investigator Travel 
Grants. For those who have not yet paid, 2018 
dues may be paid online at the AAVP web site 
(www.aavp.org) by clicking the “Join” or 
“Renew” button at the bottom  of the home 
page. If you log in to the AAVP site first, your 
personal information will be automatically 
entered on the renewal form.  
If the website states that your membership expiration date is any date prior 
to Oct 1, 2018, then your membership is past due.  For example:  

Your membership expiration date: September-31-2018 (or earlier) You are past due 
Your membership expiration date: October-1-2018 (or later) You are current 
Be sure to click ‘save’ for approval of your existing information, or to approve any changes, prior to 
‘proceeding to checkout’. The online payment system is administered through Pay Pal, but you don’t have to 
have a PayPal account to use the service.  Simply click on the option to pay with a credit card, and you will 
be able to enter the information.  If after entering the information you do NOT receive verification of 
payment, this means you likely forgot to save your information on the AAVP website, prior to proceeding to 
the PayPal account (so, without a confirmed charge from the AAVP, PayPal won’t charge your card).   
If you prefer to pay dues directly, please send a check payable to AAVP to me at the address below.  
If you have questions regarding your dues or experience any difficulty with on-line dues payment please let 
me know and I will assist. 
Members in good standing may purchase an online subscription to Veterinary Parasitology for an additional 
$45.00 per year. 
Thank you for your continued support of AAVP. 

Dr. Doug Carithers 
Secretary/Treasurer, AAVP 
c/o Boehringer Ingelheim  
3239 Satellite Blvd 
Duluth, GA 30096  USA 
Phone: (678) 638-3937 
Fax: (678) 638-3817 

Email: doug.carithers@boehringer-ingelheim.com 
Submitted by Dr. Doug Carithers, Secretary/Treasurer, AAVP. 

  

Doug Carithers 
Secretary/Treasurer 

http://www.aavp.org/
http://www.aavp.org/
mailto:doug.carithers@boehringer-ingelheim.com


   
AAVP: Advancing Veterinary Parasitology Through Research and Education 5 

 

2017 AAVP Educators Symposium 

Meeting at The Ohio State University Beat the Cold Weather 
The meeting on December 
15, 2017, was opened by the 
Dean of The Ohio State 
University College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Dr. 
Rustin Moore, where he 
greeted our parasitology 
educators with a warm 
Buckeye Welcome.  
Following the opening of the 
meeting, Dr. Christopher 
Carpenter of CAPC spoke 
about parasite forecasting 
and the continued 
development and expansion 
of CAPC maps.  Dr. Dwight 
Bowman also presented 
updates and information 
regarding Cornell’s Masters 
of Professional Studies 
program.  Dr. Andy 
Moorhead then presented 
survey findings of a 
questionnaire distributed to 
parasitology educators prior 
to the meeting that involved 
detailed questions of course 
formats, teaching styles, and 
ways to engage students 
during lecture and laboratory 
sessions that created an 
open discussion for all 
educators present to 
elaborate and share their 
opinions.  Dr. Armando 
Hoet, Director of the Public 
Health Program at Ohio 
State, introduced the 
parasitology educators to the 
OSU Masters of Public 
Health Program that is 

offered to graduate and veterinary students.  Melinda Rhodes-DiSalvo of the OSU CVM Office of Teaching 
& Learning detailed the student tutor program offered to all students at OSU and how a program could work 
at other institutions.  Jay Hsiao, an instructional course designer introduced new innovations and 
technologies being utilized by OSU and other academic institutions to enhance the learning and educational 
experience of students.  A quick session occurred on image sharing, using Shutterfly (Marsh), TAMU digital 
collection (Snowden) and Cornell’s diagnostic laboratory image capture and data collection system 
(Lejeune).  The meeting continued with a break-out session for educators to develop questions to be asked 
to a student panel. 

Attendees of the 2017 AAVP Educators Symposium 
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The student panel went longer than expected.  The participants asked questions answered by a panel of 
students from The Ohio State University. Students varied from an undergraduate (Jessica Shrake), VM I 
(Michael Botros and Michael Sliman), VM II (Michelle Carman and Lindie Hess), VM III (Lauren Porter and 
Kirk Forte), and VM IV (Arielle Schoenlein and Alec Repasy) students. Dr. Araceli Lucio-Foster from Cornell 
University moderated the session. The main topic focused on millennials and collaborative learning.  The 
participants asked how students took advantage of lecture capture for learning and how lecture capture 
affected student attendance. Educators received the students’ viewpoints and opinions on a flip classroom 
learning style, collaborative learning, low risk assignments with the ability to learn from failure, and the use 
of parasitology textbooks. Students also expressed the importance of being presented current parasitology 
cases and research, and the need for more time for parasitology in the veterinary medicine school 
curriculum.   
The following AAVP membes were in attendance: Kelly Allen, John Barta, Dwight Bowman, Cathy Bremer, 
Erin Burton, Joe Camp, Michelle Carman, Christopher Carpenter, Gary Conboy, Roberto Cortinas, Keke 
Fairfax, Charles Faulkner, Rick Gerhold, John Gilleard, Brian Herrin, Lindie Hess, John Hnida, Rachel Imai, 
Malika Kachani, Michael Kent, Jennifer Ketzis, Mani Lejeune, Sparky Lok, Araceli Lucio-Forster, Jack 
Malone, Antoinette Marsh, Andy Moorhead, Jean Mukherjee, Roberta O’Connor, Cassan Pulaski, Meriam 
Saleh, Jessica Shrake, Karan Snowden, Ryan Snyder, Lindsay Starkey, Rusty Stott, Guilherme Gomes 
Verocai, Brent Wagner, and Mostafa Zamanian 
The AAVP Education committee designed the schedule, and the OSU Buckeye Parasitology Club assisted 
in the meeting logistics implementation.  Support for the meeting was kindly provided by CAPC and the 
AAVP. 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Jessica Shrake, Michelle Carman, Lindie Hess and Antoinette Marsh 
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63rd Annual Meeting of the AAVP – Conference Information 

Message from the Program Committee 
The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists (AAVP) will 
hold its 63rd Annual Meeting on July 14th - 17th in Denver CO.  This 
meeting has never been more relevant and promises to deliver a 
varied, exciting program bringing together scientists from academia, 
industry, government as well as private practitioners.  It will provide 
a discussion forum for many of the new scientific and technological 
developments being applied to tackle current issues in veterinary 
parasitology including parasiticide resistance, climate change and 
vector-borne diseases as well as the changing regulatory 
environment and the launch of new parasite control products. 
The 2018 Program Chair, Dr John Gilleard, and the Program 
Committee, Drs Tim Geary, Mason Reichard, Doug Carithers, 
Jessica Rodriguez, Ashely Steuer and Al Marchiondo are currently 
assembling an outstanding scientific program.  The theme of this 
year’s meeting is “Collaborating to Solve Complex Challenges”.  The 
plenary talks on Saturday will provide state-of-the-art examples of 
how to study parasite community complexity and investigate the 
impact of co-infections with presentations by Dr. Susan Perkins from 
the American Museum of Natural History in New York and Dr. 
Vanessa Ezenwa from the University of Georgia.  The President’s 
symposium on Monday will cover recent exciting progress in the 

development of vaccines for veterinary parasites with a focus on gastro-intestinal nematodes and coccidia.  
The invited speakers for the President’s Symposium are Professor Edwin Claerebout from the University of 
Ghent, Belgium, and Professor Damer Blake from the Royal Veterinary College, London, UK. 
As has been the long practice of the AAVP, the 63rd Annual Meeting will include student presentations and 
a student competition.  We will again integrate all student papers into the topical session that is most 
appropriate.  While this presents some logistical challenges for the competition and the judging, it reinforces 
our philosophy that the student’s research should be presented along that of other members.  The program 
will also include presentations by recipients of the AAVP- Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary 
Parasitologist Award, and the AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award. 
For the first time this year, the poster sessions will start with a 15 minute session in which each poster 
presenter will have the opportunity to give a “1 slide / 1 minute” pitch describing their poster.  This is a fun 
and effective way for poster presenters to highlight their key message(s) and encourage delegates to visit 
their poster.  More details will follow. 
As in the past, an excellent series of events is planned for the students.  Special lunchtime meetings are 
being developed to promote student interactions with established workers in different fields of parasitology 
and to enhance student-to-student interactions.  On Saturday, prior to the opening session, there will be a 
student “meet and greet;” and on Sunday, new student officers will be elected.  As in years past, a post-
meeting excursion is being planned for students, generously hosted by Drs. Ashley McGrew and Lora 
Ballweber that will involve a tour of the Colorado State University Diagnostic Medicine Center and an in-
depth tour of the Parasitology Section of the CSU Diagnostic Laboratories, an American Association of 
Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians (AAVLD)-accredited laboratory.  Students will have the opportunity to 
observe and interact with the diagnostic laboratory staff and parasitologists to learn about the array of 
parasitological, immunodiagnostic, and molecular diagnostic tests performed in the diagnostic lab.  Students 
will also participate in parasitology case studies and specimen identification in a classroom setting.  
Following the tour, students will have dinner either in Fort Collins or Denver and will have airport hotel 
arrangements Tuesday night for Wednesday morning departures (July 18) out of Denver International 

John Gilleard 
Program Chair and 

President-Elect 
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Airport.  Due to space constraints, this trip will have an enrollment cap that is yet to be determined.  Final 
trip details and enrollment instructions will be emailed after the deadline for abstract submissions.  For any 
details about this trip please contact Dr. Jessica Rodriguez (jessica.rodriguez@zoetis.com), or Dr. Ashley 
Steuer (ashley.steuer@uky.edu). 
Sunday morning will begin with an early breakfast for current and new members of the many AAVP 
committees to review the past year’s progress, entertain new proposals, and prepare committee reports to 
be presented to the AAVP membership at the business meeting on Monday.  As a reminder, the committee 
chairs are:  Archives: Tom McTier; Awards: Lindsay Starkey, Constitution and Bylaws: Joe Camp; 
Education: Antoinette Marsh; Finance: Andy Moorhead; History: Sue Howell; Newsletter: Frank Hurtig; 
Program: John Gilleard; Electronic Media: Meriam Saleh; Publications/Outreach/Research: Miguel 
Suderman, and Nominating: Sheila Mitchell. Of note, data in the AAVP List Serv, managed many years by 
Bert Stromberg, has been rolled into the current AAVP contact list and is no longer functional. 
Socials will be held each evening sponsored by Bayer on Saturday night, Boehringer Ingelheim on Sunday 
night, and Elanco on Monday night. 
Updates to the program, as it continues to develop, can be found at the AAVP web site 
(http://www.aavp.org/) which has been revamped this year thanks to amazing efforts of the Electronic Media 
Committee led by Dr. Meriam Saleh.  Please note that the final program for the conference will be posted on 
the AAVP web site, and in the Summer Issue of the Newsletter. 
The Program Committee now invites abstracts for oral presentations with a submission deadline of April 
16th 2018.  The meeting of the AAVP is a very successful vehicle for the dissemination of the latest data 
and views on the biology and control of parasites of veterinary importance.  It is also an excellent networking 
opportunity. We sincerely hope that you will consider presenting a paper or simply joining us in Denver this 
summer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Gilleard, Program Chair and President-Elect 
jsgillea@ucalgary.ca 
  

mailto:jessica.rodriguez@zoetis.com
mailto:ashley.steuer@uky.edu
http://www.aavp.org/
mailto:jsgillea@ucalgary.ca
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Conference Registration 
It is highly recommended you pre-register for the Denver meeting.  Final acceptance of abstracts will be 
dependent on having received a completed registration by May 29, 2018.  You can register by clicking 
on-line at www.aavp.org.  On-line payments can be completed by credit card (Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express). 

2018 Registration Fees 

Members 
• Early Bird registration (deadline May 29, 2018): US $275.00 (general) / US $75.00 (student) 
• Late registration (post May 29, 2018) or on-site: US $325.00 (general) / US $150.00 (student) 

Non-Members 
• Early Bird registration (deadline May 29, 2018): US $350.00 (general) 
• Late registration (post May 29, 2018) or on-site: US $400.00 (general) 

The AAVP meeting registration fee supports the cost of running the meeting.  Hotel reservations are 
separate and need to be booked directly with the hotel either on line or by phone as outlined below in the 
“Meeting Location” section.  Only members of the AAVP and fully-registered non-members will be allowed to 
attend the scientific sessions (guests can only attend sponsored sessions).  AAVP annual membership dues 
are not included in the meeting registration fee, but can be paid separately during the registration process; 
however, membership will only be good through the calendar year, 2018.  Membership dues for 2018 must 
be paid in full to register at the “Member” rate.  Also, the AAVP conference is independent of the AVMA 
(American Veterinary Medical Association) conference held concurrently in Denver, CO.  Registrations are 
not transferrable.  You will receive a confirmation of your pre-registration if received prior to May 29th.  A 
proceedings book with abstracts, meeting badge and other information will be available for you on-site.  
These items will not be mailed in advance of the meeting even if you pre-register.  Students must be AAVP 
members to apply for an AAVP student travel grant and compete in the AAVP student award competitions.  
An AAVP membership application form is provided on the AAVP website http://www.aavp.org/aavp-
membership-options/. 

Important Dates: 
Abstract submission deadline: April 16, 2018 

Early Bird conference registration deadline: May 29, 2018 

Early Bird hotel special room rate deadline: June 12, 2018 
  

http://www.aavp.org/
http://www.aavp.org/aavp-membership-options/
http://www.aavp.org/aavp-membership-options/
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Meeting Location: The Curtis Hotel, Denver, Colorado, USA 
The American Association of Veterinary 
Parasitologists 63rd Annual Meeting will 
be held July 14-17, 2018 at The Curtis 
in Denver, Colorado, USA. 
1405 Curtis Street Denver, Colorado 
80202 USA 
Telephone: 303.571.0300 (contact 
number only.  Do not use this number to 
make reservations). 
Contemporary design meets good old-
fashioned fun at this unique hotel in 
downtown Denver. Discover a vast array 
of arts, entertainment, and sports 
venues near Curtis Denver – a 
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel. Be 
welcomed with a warm chocolate chip 
cookie on arrival. Play a game of rock-
paper-scissors, and then browse our 
Denver hotel’s library. The Five & Dime 
store brims with treats from the past. Each guest floor is designed to reflect a pop theme from TV to music 
to art or sports and beyond. With a stay at The Curtis Denver - a DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, you'll be 
centrally located in Denver, steps from Denver Center for the Performing Arts and Buell Theatre.  This 4-star 
hotel is within close proximity of 16th Street Mall and Colorado Convention Center.  Complimentary WIFI 
access is available in all guest rooms and meeting rooms.  This property allows pets in specific rooms only 
(surcharges apply and can be found on the hotel website in the Fees section).  Guests can request one of 
these rooms by contacting the property directly, using the contact information on the booking confirmation.  
Discounted overnight self-parking is available at $25.00/vehicle/night (Valet parking is $40.00/vehicle/night).  
Please note that The Curtis does not have its own airport shuttle. 
The Curtis – a DoubleTree by Hilton is a 100% smoke-free environment.  Smoking indoors and/or burning 
any type of candle or incense is strictly prohibited and will result in a fine of $250.00 per incident.  

Hotel Reservations: reduced rate until June 12, 2018 
To make your hotel reservation you can: 
1. Access the AAVP hotel link via the American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists (AAVP) web 
site (www.aavp.org) then follow the instructions. 
2. Or, click on the following hyper link:  Curtis AAVP Reservations. There you will be able to book and 
hold your reservation with a credit card. Alternatively, you can copy and paste the following url into your web 
browser:  
           http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/D/DENCHDT-AV1-20180712/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG  

3. Or, you can call Hannah Harrison, the special events Reservations Coordinator, directly at: 720-
889-4782, be sure to mention our Group Code: AV1, with the Group name: American Association of 
Veterinary Parasitologists.  
Conference rooms have been set aside and the hotel has offered a special room rate of $199.00 for Single 
or double occupancy.  This includes complimentary regular speed WIFI access within guest rooms.  
Children under 18 years of age may stay for free in their parents' room.  It is important for all meeting 
attendees to stay at this hotel in order to satisfy our room block commitment. Make your room 
reservations by June 12th, 2018.  After that date, the unreserved room block will be released, and the 
special conference reduced rate will expire.  Note: should you choose to arrive at the Hotel earlier and/or 

The Curtis Denver 

tel:3035710300
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/D/DENCHDT-AV1-20180712/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/D/DENCHDT-AV1-20180712/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
http://www.thecurtis.com/
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depart later than the conference dates, you may be subject to non-contract room rates before and/or after 
the conference.  Making these types of reservations cannot be done electronically.  You must phone 
Hannah (option 3 above) and make reservations for your entire stay. 
Students 
Students looking for room share should contact Jessica Rodriguez (jessica.rodriguez@zoetis.com), Ashley 
Steuer (ashley.steuer@uky.edu), or post on the Student Chapters of The AAVP Facebook page. 
Important date: 
• “Early Bird” hotel special room rate is available until June 12th, 2018 
• Of note: Book early, “Early Bird” rates are based upon availability only.  A finite number of rooms have 

been contracted at that rate and are likely to be taken before the June 12th deadline.  

Scientific Program 
The 2018 program continues with many of the previous approaches which we believe will enhance an 
already fun and informative veterinary parasitology meeting.  Attendees beware: given there are no less 
than 150 paid registrants, it is a physical impossibility to accommodate the temperature wishes of each. This 
has been and continues to be a key complaint in the annual reviews of the meeting.  Last year there were 
nearly as many complaints for “too cold” as there were for “too warm.”  To enjoy the event, the smart play is 
to “layer up” and bring outerwear that can be easily removed. 
Saturday afternoon starts with the President's opening remarks immediately followed by the plenary 
session with a theme of “Complex Parasite Communities, Co-infections and their Interactions” 
Following the plenary session and ensuing coffee break, presentations will be made by this year’s recipient 
of the AAVP- Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award and the winner of the 
2018 AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award.  The day’s activities will culminate with the Bayer 
Social. 
Sunday morning begins with meetings of the AAVP committees; breakfast will be provided. The scientific 
sessions will begin mid-morning at the completion of the committee meetings.  The day will conclude with a 
symposium by Boehringer Ingelheim and the Boehringer Ingelheim Social. 
Monday morning will begin with scientific presentations followed by the AAVP Business Meeting and 
Awards Ceremony in the second half of the morning.  Thereafter, scientific presentations will continue for 
the rest of the day.  This will be followed by a meeting of the ACVM Parasitology Diplomats.  The day’s 
festivities will come to a close with the Elanco symposium and Social. 
Tuesday morning starts with the President’s Symposium which has the theme of “Advances in Vaccine 
Development for Veterinary Parasites”.  The morning will conclude with a session devoted to AAVP-ACVM 
Parasite Case Discussions. 
  

mailto:jessica.rodriguez@zoetis.com
mailto:ashley.steuer@uky.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/332987480064898/
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Throughout the meeting there will be plenty of opportunities for you to share and to learn about results of 
research from a variety of veterinary parasitology laboratories. And, of course, there are the outstanding 
social events! A preliminary schedule of events is listed below: 
 

Saturday, July 14 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM: AAVP Executive Board/Committee Chairs Meeting 

12:00 PM –   1:30 PM: Student Chapter Report / Student Meet & Greet 
12:00 PM –   6:00 PM: On-site Registration 

2:00 PM –   4:30 PM: Welcome and Plenary Session 
5:00 PM –   6:30 PM: AAVP-Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award 

and AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award 
6:30 PM –   9:30 PM: Bayer Event - Welcoming Reception 

 

Sunday, July 15 
7:00 AM –   8:30 AM: AAVP Committee Meetings (with breakfast) 
8:30 AM –   6:00 PM: On-site Registration 
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions 

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions 
12:00 PM –   1:00 PM: Lunch on your own / AAVP Graduate Student Luncheon & Elections  

1:30 PM –   3:00 PM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions 
3:30 PM –   5:00 PM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions 
6:30 PM –   9:30 PM: Boehringer Ingelheim Event 

 

Monday, July 16 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM: On-site Registration 
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions 

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: AAVP Business Meeting /Awards Ceremony 
12:00 PM –   1:00 PM: Lunch on your own / AAVP Student Lunch: Careers in Parasitology 

1:00 PM –   3:00 PM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions 
3:30 PM –   5:00 PM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions 
5:15 PM –   6:15 PM: ACVM Diplomate meeting 
6:30 PM –   9:30 PM: Elanco Event 

 

Tuesday July 17 
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM: AAVP President's Symposium 

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: AAVP-NCVP Parasite Case Discussions 
 
Please note: the conference program is still in development. The final program will be posted on the AAVP 
website (www.aavp.org) by June 16, 2018. 

  

http://www.aavp.org/
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Oral Presentation Guidelines 
All oral presentations will be given a 15-minute time slot. Plan to deliver your presentation in 12-13 minutes 
to allow time for questions.  Please remember to summarize and repeat questions before responding so that 
the audience can clearly hear and understand.  Audience microphones will not be available this year so 
repeating the question is imperative.  Monitors will not be on the podiums this year. 
A speaker ready room will not be available. Use good judgement in the selection of colors, fonts and image 
size.  If you must preface a slide with “…You probably can’t see this…” or “…This may be hard to see …” 
then it should not be in your presentation.  Expect that room lights will be on at least midway in the meeting 
room. 
A “green…yellow…red” light system will be placed on each podium to provide speakers with notices of the 
time remaining for their talk.  When the light turns red, the microphone and slides will be turned off.  
Seems cruel, but it has been a remarkable asset to keeping the sessions on time. 

Audiovisual Support 
Electronic presentations on commonly-used portable media (memory stick/USB, JumpDrive, CD) must be 
used.  AAVP will provide equipment in each meeting room for projected computer presentations; personal 
laptops are not to be used.  Files must be placed in the appropriate computer desktop folder and in the 
designated session prior to the start of your session.  An audiovisual technician will be onsite to help with 
this. Sufficient time (30 minutes) is provided between sessions that include successive papers to accomplish 
this task.  Please plan to load and, if time permits, quickly view your presentation during this time.  You will 
not be permitted to load your talk when you reach the podium to present. 

PowerPoint is the only software supported for electronic presentations.  Other programs or the use of 
personal computers are at the discretion of the Program Chair.  Slides (2 X 2) and overhead projectors will 
NOT be available. 

Abstract Submission 
We will be using the same “CATALYST” system for abstract submission as last year.  
Instructions for creating a submission: 
If you have an account in CATALYST, follow these instructions below. 

1. Click on the link below to create a submission. 
a. https://catalyst.omnipress.com/#collection/237/submission 

2. Enter your email address and password, then click Sign In. 
3. Once logged in, a turquoise box will pop up at the top of your screen indicating you have created a 

submission.  You will be in edit mode of that submission. 
4. Complete all the required fields on all the tabs. 
5. Click “Save,” on the bottom right of your screen as necessary.  *If required fields are missing data, 

you will see the missing data tabs indicated with a red triangle. 
6. Click “Submit” on the bottom right of your screen when you are ready to submit your abstract. 
7. You will immediately receive a confirmation email that your submission was successful.  If 

unsuccessful, click "Support" at the top of the site (or “Site Support” for sign in issues) to submit a 
‘support ticket. 

All emails come from noreply@omnipress.com.  To ensure you receive all communication, please be sure 
"omnipress.com" is added as a safe sender or have your IT department white list “omnipress.com.” 
If you have any technical issues, please click on “Site Support,” at the bottom of the log in page. 
For additional help, please use this helpful guide. 

https://catalyst.omnipress.com/#collection/237/submission
mailto:noreply@omnipress.com
https://docs.omnibooksonline.com/assets/CATALYST/Collection_Documents/CATALYST_GUIDE.pdf
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If you do not have an account in CATALYST, follow these instructions below. 
1. Click on the link below to create a submission. 

a. https://catalyst.omnipress.com/#collection/237/submission 
2. Click on the Create Account tab to register an account. 
3. Enter your email address, password and confirm password.  Click the Sign up button. 

a. CATALYST will be send you a “Confirm your account” email. 
4. Click on the turquoise button in your email labeled, “Confirm Account.” 
5. A pop-up will appear stating, “Thank you for confirming your email.” 
6. Click on the “Please click here to login.” 
7. Once logged in, a turquoise box will pop up at the top of your screen indicating you have created a 

submission.  You will be in edit mode of that submission. 
8. Complete all the required fields on all the tabs. 
9. Click “Save,” on the bottom right of your screen as necessary. *If required fields are missing data, 

you will see the missing data tabs indicated with a red triangle. 
10. Click “Submit” on the bottom right of your screen when you are ready to submit your abstract. 
11. You will immediately receive a confirmation email that your submission was successful. If 

unsuccessful, click "Support" at the top of the site (or “Site Support” for sign in issues) to submit a 
‘support ticket. 

All emails come from noreply@omnipress.com.  To ensure you receive all communication, please be sure 
"omnipress.com" is added as a safe sender or have your IT department white list “omnipress.com.” 
If you have any technical issues, please click on “Site Support,” at the bottom of the log in page. 
For additional help, please use this helpful guide. 
As in previous years, the word limit for abstract text (excluding author names and addresses) is 300.  
Abstracts may not contain tables.  Abstracts should not be hypothetical in nature and should contain 
reference to real data.  The submission portal allows you to submit an abstract and make changes until 
11:00 PM on April 16th, so no need to wait until the last second to upload your abstract!  You will likely find 
it easiest to compose your abstract in a Word file then, once finalized, transfer (cut-and-paste) the title and 
abstract to the appropriate text boxes.  Presenters will be notified before the early registration deadline (May 
29th) whether their abstracts have been accepted. 
If you have any questions regarding program, please do not hesitate to contact the Program Chair, John 
Gilleard at jsgillea@ucalgary.ca or 1-403-210-6327.  Likewise for technical issues regarding abstract 
submission contact “Support”, on the top right of the screen within the abstract submission web site, for 
assistance. 
Please remember, final acceptance of your abstract is contingent upon confirmation of receipt of the 
registration fee by May 29th.  
Students:  
If you wish to apply for a Young Investigator Travel Grant, the required forms are posted here and are also 
available when you enter your abstract information. Final submission of your abstract will take place after 
you have uploaded the required forms on the abstract submission web site. If you have any questions, 
please contact Jessica Rodriguez (jessica.rodriguez@zoetis.com) or Ashley Steuer 
(ashley.steuer@uky.edu). 

Abstract submission web site opens February 19th, and closes April 16th, 2018 

Registration deadline for authors May 29th, 2018 
  

https://catalyst.omnipress.com/#collection/237/submission
mailto:noreply@omnipress.com
https://docs.omnibooksonline.com/assets/CATALYST/Collection_Documents/CATALYST_GUIDE.pdf
mailto:jsgillea@ucalgary.ca
mailto:jessica.rodriguez@zoetis.com
mailto:ashley.steuer@uky.edu
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Awards and Travel Grants 

AAVP Achievement Awards 
Information on the AAVP achievement awards can be found on the AAVP website and in the Spring 2018 
AAVP Newsletter.  Awards include the AAVP- Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist 
Award, the AAVP Distinguished Service Award, the AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award, and 
the AAVP-CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease. 

AAVP-Bayer Best Student Oral Presentation Award / AAVP-Elanco Poster Presentation Award 
The awards are given to undergraduate/graduate students who compete successfully in the Student 
Presentation competition.  The Oral presentations award three places, and the Poster presentations award 
two places.  All students who submit applications for the AAVP Young Investigator Travel Grants should 
indicate on the Annual Meeting web site if they wish to be part of the Best Student Presentation competition.  
Students who do not apply for a Young Investigator Travel Grant but wish to compete for the Best Student 
Presentation Awards should do likewise.  At the time of abstract submission, all 
students should submit the Verification of Student Status form available on the Annual 
Meeting web site.  Judges at the meeting will use the checklist available below to help 
rate the presentations.  The Awards Committee will offer two awards to students that 
present their own research.  In 2018, the first, second and third place awards will be 
cash prizes sponsored by Bayer Animal Health and first and second place poster 
awards will be cash prizes sponsored by Elanco. 

Student Oral Presentation Award Judging Check List 

AAVP Young Investigator Travel Grants (YITG) 
The travel grants are competitive grants awarded to full-time DVM or undergraduate / graduate students 
enrolled in an accredited institution of higher learning and pursuing studies in veterinary parasitology. 
Deserving individuals who are within 3 years of their degree are also eligible for this award. Students must 
be an AAVP member in good standing as of the abstract submission deadline. Application for a Travel 
Grant, verification of student status (if applicable), and submission of an acceptable abstract, are needed for 
this award. Students applying for the travel grant are also eligible to compete for the Student Presentation 
Awards. However, the student who receives the AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award will 
receive reimbursement of travel expenses and therefore will not receive a Young Investigator Travel Grant. 

AAVP Verification of 
Student Status.doc  

AAVP Verification of Student Status Young Investigator Travel Grant Application Form 

Summary of Important Dates 
Feb 19th:: Conference web site opens for submission of abstracts 
April 16th: Deadline for submission of abstracts 
May 29th: Deadline for payment of Early Bird Registration fee 

June 16th: Conference program posted on AAVP web site and June Newsletter 
June 12th: Deadline for payment of Early Bird hotel room rate at The Sheraton City Centre 

July 14th – 17th: Conference in Denver 
  

AAVP Student 
Presentation Award C  

http://docs.omnibooksonline.com/assets/AAVP11218/51136/Student_Presentation_Award_Check_List.docx
http://docs.omnibooksonline.com/assets/AAVP11218/51136/AAVP_Verification_Student_Status.docx
http://docs.omnibooksonline.com/assets/AAVP11218/51136/Young_Investigator_Travel_Grant_Application_Form.docx
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Committee Reports 

Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee is made up of 6 members with 3-year staggered 
membership.  The current committee consists of: 

Term Ends  
2018 Mike Dryden 

Alexa Rosypal von Dohlen 
2019 Sheila Mitchell 

Tom Nolan 

2020 Joyce Login 
Ashley McGrew 

The committee is charged with developing the ballot for election of officers and 
members of the Nominating Committee. 
Each year a new Vice President and 2 new Nominating Committee members 
are elected, and every 2 years a new Secretary/Treasurer is elected. 

Committee members proposed several people for each position, and then the list was ranked by the 
committee.  The top ranked nominees for each position were contacted and asked to serve.  This year there 
are 2 nominees for Vice President, 1 nominee for Secretary/Treasurer, and, as required by the by-laws, 5 
nominees for the Nominating Committee.  Their biographies are in this issue of the Newsletter.  Electronic 
voting will begin in April.  Good luck to all the nominees! 

Vice President Secretary/Treasurer Nominating Committee 
Chris Adolph 
Doug Carithers 

Adriano Vatta Jennifer Ketzis 
Yoki Nagamori 
Lindsay Starkey 
Andrea Varela-Stokes 
Heather Stockdale-Walden 

  

Sheila Mitchell, Chair 
Nominating Committee 
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Nominee Biographies 

Nominees for Vice President 
Chris Adolph, DVM, MS 

Diplomate, ACVM-Parasit. 
Veterinary Specialist (Parasitology) 
Zoetis Animal Health 
Dr Adolph received his D.V.M. degree in 1996 from Oklahoma 
State University.  After a year and a half as an associate 
veterinarian, Dr Adolph moved to Southpark Veterinary Hospital as 
a partner for 4 years and full owner for 13 years. During his time as 
a practice owner, he developed a special interest in parasitology 
and practice management.  In blending these two areas of focus, 
Dr. Adolph attended advanced parasitology and practice 
management continuing education events, became informed of the 
most current information available, and developed practice 
protocols based in sound science that were readily accepted by pet 
owners. 
In 2011, Dr. Adolph began a Master’s degree program under the 
guidance of Dr. Susan Little at Oklahoma State University.  For the 

next 2 and a half years, Dr. Adolph simultaneously worked toward his graduate degree while 
practicing and managing his veterinary hospital full time.  While enrolled in the graduate program, 
Dr. Adolph was inducted into the Phi Kappa Phi honor society, which recognizes academic 
excellence in fields of higher education.  Dr. Adolph graduated with a Master’s degree in 2013, the 
same year he was named to the 25 veterinarians to watch in 2013 by Veterinary Practice News. 
Dr. Adolph is a board member of both The National Center for Veterinary Parasitology and The 
American Heartworm Society. He has authored numerous, peer-reviewed scientific papers, a 
chapter for an upcoming text book and conducted research in canine and feline parasitic diseases.  
For the past eleven years, Dr. Adolph has been a popular speaker nationally and internationally, on 
small animal parasitology and practice management topics. In 2015, Dr. Adolph passed the 
rigorous parasitology board exams and is now a diplomate of the American College of Veterinary 
Microbiologists. 
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Doug Carithers, DVM 
Education: 
DVM Iowa State University (1984) 
EVP (Small Animal) University of Illinois (2000) 
Current Positions: 
Technical Director Applied Research, Publications and Parasiticides, Boehringer Ingelheim 
Secretary Treasurer, American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists 
’19 Symposium Chair, American Heartworm Society 
Professional Experience: 
2017 to present: Technical Director Applied Research, Publications and 
Parasiticides, Boehringer Ingelheim 
2003 to 2017: Director Applied Research and Publications, Merial (became 
Boehringer Ingelheim) 
2001 to 2003: Director, Veterinary Services, Merial  
1998 to 2001: Technical Services Manager, Merial 
1994 to 1998: Technical Services Manager, Merck (became Merial) 
1984 to Dec 1993: Veterinarian in General Veterinary Practice, Iowa 
Research/Scientific Experience: 
I have been responsible for North American post-approval studies for Merial, now Boehringer Ingelheim 
since 2003.  In that time, conducting over 130 clinical and field studies, involving over 20,000 dogs and cats, 
with most of these studies involving parasites and antiparasitic products.  In addition, as a committee and 
board member for the American Heartworm Society conducted the 2001, 2004, 2007, 2010, 2013 and 2016 
AHS heartworm incidence surveys. Over my career, to date, I have published over 30 peer-reviewed 
papers, 30 scientific articles, and co-authored a companion animal parasitology atlas, and edited over 10 
book chapters. I have had the opportunity to lecture nationally and internationally, having providing over 900 
hours of CE, and has also participated in national and international round table discussions. 
Service and other experience: 
2016 to present: Symposium Chair, American Heartworm Society 
2012 to present: Sponsor Board, National Center for Veterinary Parasitology 
2014 to present: Secretary Treasurer, American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists 
2010 to 2016: Editor, American Heartworm Society 
2012 to 2014: Awards Committee Chair, American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists 
2007 to 2010: Vice President, American Heartworm Society 
2005 to 2007: Ex-officio Board member, American Heartworm Society 
2001 to 2011: Board Member, National Commission on Veterinary Economic Issues 
Memberships: 
AVMA, 1984 to present 
IVMA, 1985 to present 
AHS, 2001 to present  
AAVP, 2002 to present 
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Nominee for Secretary-Treasurer 
Adriano Vatta, Ph.D., Diplomate ACVM-Parasit 
Education: 
BVSc (DVM equivalent), University of Pretoria, South Africa, 1998 
MSc, University of Pretoria, South Africa, 2001 
PhD, University of KwaZulu-Natal, 2008 
Postdoctoral Research Associate, University of Georgia, 2011-2012 
Diplomate American College of Veterinary Microbiology-Parasitology, 2017 
Memberships:  AAVP, American Heartworm Society, American Consortium 
for Small Ruminant Parasite Control 
Professional experience: 
Clinical Study Manager, Antiparasitics, Zoetis – October 2012 to Present 
Leading and participating in research and development project teams to 
license veterinary antiparasitic products, including the planning, designing, and 
monitoring of pivotal clinical laboratory and field studies, authoring study 
reports, and preparing regulatory submissions, and overseeing the execution 
of studies for market support post approval.  Collaboration with key opinion 
leaders, contract research organizations and universities. 
Assistant Professor of Parasitology, Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine, Saint Kitts – 
January 2009 to May 2011 
Team-teaching veterinary parasitology, including didactic lecturing and laboratory training for 2nd Semester 
veterinary students. 
Veterinary Researcher, Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute – August 1998 to December 2008 
Research primarily focused on managing gastrointestinal nematodes in small ruminants through alternative 
methods, in the face of widespread anthelmintic resistance.  Member of the team that refined and validated 
the FAMACHA© system for use in small ruminants in South Africa, with a focus on the development of 
recommendations for use in goats. 
Collaboration and consulting with members of the American Consortium for Small Ruminant Parasite 
Control to test and validate the FAMACHA© system for use by US producers. 
Chairperson: Animal Ethics Committee, Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute, April 2000 to April 2004. 
Other Professional Experience: 
Author or co-author on 25 peer-reviewed publications.  Has delivered over 30 keynote, oral, and poster 
presentations at national and international scientific meetings in 18 countries.  Regular reviewer for 
Veterinary Parasitology and Tropical Animal Health and Production. 
Agricultural extension focused mainly on the smallholder farmers in South Africa, and Africa, and 
organization of training and scientific workshops, including an “International Workshop on Improving the 
Well-being of Resource-poor Communities – the Contribution of Small Livestock”, in collaboration with the 
UK Department for International Development. 
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Candidates for the Nominating Committee 

Jennifer Ketzis, Ph.D. 
Education 
BS (Animal Science), Cornell University, 1991 
MS (Animal Science, minor international livestock production), Cornell 
University, 1996 
PhD (Animal Science, minors parasitology and epidemiology), Cornell 
University, 1999 
Masters Cert. Proj. Mngt., George Washington University School of 
Business, 2007 
Professional Experiences 
Courtesy Assoc. Professor, College of Veterinary Medicine, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, NY, 2017-present 
Associate Professor, Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine, St. 
Kitts, 2015 - present 
Assistant Professor, Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine, St. 
Kitts, 2012 - 2015  

Senior Scientist, Charles River Laboratories Preclinical Services Ireland Ltd., IRL, 2005 - 2012 
International Project Leader, Novartis Animal Health, Basel, SUI, 2003 - 2005 
Res. and Develop. Mngr., Natural Medicinal Products, Novartis Animal Health, Basel, SUI, 2001 – 2003 
Post-doctoral Fellow, NIH Training Grant, Bailey Hortorium, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, 2000 - 2001 
Research Interests 
Companion Animal Parasites, Anthelmintic resistance small ruminants, diagnostic methods 
Professional Memberships/Committee/Service 
TroCCAP Council Member, 2018 
European Veterinary Parasitology College, Associate Member, 2015-present 
American Association of Veterinary Parasitlogists, Outreach and Education Committee 2014 – Present 
American Association of Small Ruminant Practitioners, Associate Member, 2012-present 
Research Quality Association, Associate Member, 2012-present 
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Yoko Nagamori, DVM 
Education 

• Bachelor of Science (Geosciences), Shizuoka University, 
Shizuoka, Japan, 2005 

• Bachelor of Arts (Biology-major & Mathematics-minor), Augustana 
University, Sioux Falls, SD, 2008 

• Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, Iowa State University, Ames, IA, 
2013 

• National Center for Veterinary Parasitology residency program with 
Master of Science degree, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, 
OK, 2016 

Professional Experiences  
• Clinical Assistant Professor and Section Head at Parasitology 

Diagnostic Laboratory, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK, 
2015 – present 

Research Interests  
Clinical/diagnostic parasitology, parasites of exotic animals, zoonotic 
parasitic diseases 
Professional Memberships  

• American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists member, 2013 – present 
• American College of Veterinary Microbiologists member, 2017 – present 

Lindsay Starkey, DVM, PhD, Diplomate ACVM-Parasit 
Dr. Starkey was raised on a rural beef cattle farm in Northeast Kansas, and 
earned her BS (2007) in Animal Science from the University of Arkansas. 
She completed both her DVM (2011) and PhD (2015) in Veterinary 
Biomedical Sciences at Oklahoma State University where her graduate 
research focused on several vector-borne infections of dogs. She is a 
diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Microbiology, Parasitology 
sub-specialty, completing her residency training through the National Center 
for Veterinary Parasitology at Oklahoma State University in 2015. Dr. 
Starkey joined the faculty at Auburn University in May 2016 as an assistant 
professor where she is involved in the teaching of parasitology to first, 
second, and fourth-year veterinary students, various research projects 
involving vectors, vector-borne, and food-borne infections of domestic 
animals and wildlife, diagnostic parasitology, and parasite consultation and 
outreach. 
Lindsay has been a member of AAVP since 2010 and is serving as the 
current chair of the Awards committee. 
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Andrea Varela-Stokes DVM, Ph.D. 
Education 
PhD, Infectious Diseases, University of Georgia, GA; 2004 
DVM, Tufts University (Cummings) School of Veterinary Medicine; MA 2001 
BS, Animal Science, Cook College, Rutgers University, NJ; 1997 
Professional Experience 
Associate Professor, Mississippi State University, MS, College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Department of Basic Sciences; 2014-current 
Assistant Professor, Mississippi State University, MS, College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Department of Basic Sciences; 2007-2014 
Assistant Research Scientist, NIH K08-Mentored Clinical Science 
Development Award (Post-doc), University of Georgia, GA, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Department of Infectious Diseases; 2004-2007 
Veterinary Graduate Assistant, University of Georgia, GA, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Department of Infectious Diseases; 2001- 2004 
Research Interests 
Tick-borne pathogens; zoonotic parasites 
Selected Professional Memberships/Committees/Service 
American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists, member since 2002 
 AAVP Educators Committee 
American Society of Parasitologists; intermittent member, 1997-2011, member since 2012 
 Committees: Student Awards (2014); Meeting Site (2015) 
Southeastern Society of Parasitologists, Active Member since 2002 
 Vice-President (2012/2013); President-Elect (2015/2016); President (2016/2017); 
 Immediate Past-President and Local Arrangements Committee Chair (2017/2018) 
Mississippi State Board of Veterinarians Licensure 
American Society of Rickettsiology, Member, 2010, 2015-current 
Associate Editor (Parasitology), Journal of Zoo and Wildlife Medicine 
Selected Current College/University Service: 
 -MSU-CVM Summer Research Experience Program Co-Director (2011-current) 
 -MSU-CVM Graduate Program Advisory Committee (2011-current) 
 -MSU-CVM Academic Standards and Professional Ethics Committee (2011-current) 
 -IACUC member (2016-current) 
Awards/Honors 
2011  Pfizer Award for Veterinary Research Excellence 
2011 Dean’s Pegasus Award for Research and Creative Achievement 
2011 MVMA Faculty Award- Mississippi State Pride Award 
2010 Richard C. Adkerson Faculty Award- Mississippi State Pride Award 
2004 Outstanding Graduate Student Award – Intervet/AAVP 
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Heather Stockdale-Walden, Ph.D. 
Education 
BS (Biology), University of Kentucky, 1999 
MS (Biology), Appalachian State University, 2004 
PhD (Biomedical Sciences - Parasitology), Auburn University, 2008 
Professional Experiences 
Assistant Professor of Parasitology – University of Florida, 2015 – present 
Research Assistant Professor – University of Florida, 2010 – 2015 
Biological Scientist – University of Florida, 2008 – 2010 
Research Interests 
Zoonotic Parasitic Diseases, Companion Animal Parasites 
Professional Memberships/Committee/Service 
American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists 

Education Committee 2015 – Present 
Student Representative, 2007-2008 
Member, 2005 - Present 

American Heartworm Society 
 Member, 2016 – present 
American Society of Parasitologists 
 Member, 2005 – Present 
Companion Animal Parasite Council (CAPC) 

Parasitologist board member 2016 – present 
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In Memoriam 

Sharon C. Tolliver (1939-2017) and Eugene T. Lyons (1931-2017) 
M.H. Gluck Equine Research Center, University of Kentucky, 
Lexington, Kentucky, USA 

During the last few months of 2017, two of the world’s most 
recognized scientists in their field, Dr. Eugene T. Lyons and Ms. 
Sharon C. Tolliver, passed away. Each had worked more than 
50 years at the University of Kentucky and remained active right 
up until the moment of their passing. Their impact in the fields of 
equine and pinniped parasitology was immense, and they leave 
an incredible legacy for current and future generations of 
parasitologists.  
Sharon C. Tolliver 
Sharon was born in Falmouth, Kentucky on July 8, 1939 and 
passed away on October 14, 2017. She obtained her bachelor’s 
degree in animal science from the University of Kentucky in 
1968. Her full time employment at the University began in 1965 

and she remained a full-time employee until 2001. After “retiring”, she continued as a part-time employee 
until September, 2017. She obtained a Master of Science degree in veterinary parasitology from the 
University in 1991.  
Throughout her career, Sharon worked closely with Gene Lyons as well as other key members of the 
University of Kentucky parasitology group, Dr. Hal Drudge and Sandra Collins. She co-authored more than 
200 peer-reviewed research papers, but her most significant contribution, without question, was her 
practical method of identification of equine cyathostomin parasites. In this monograph, Sharon meticulously 
described delicate morphological features of these parasites using her own language because she thought 
that measurements in millimeters and microns “….may work for taxonomists, but they are of very little use to 
the ordinary technician or parasitologist who needs to recognize these parasites on sight”. Sharon’s 
approach was to compare morphologic features to items she encountered in her everyday life, which makes 
the monograph an entertaining read.  Structures are described as resembling the “bottom of a man’s pair of 
dress shoes”, “a woman’s slip”, or “someone with a bad tooth problem”.  Perhaps because of this 
unscientific writing style, Sharon’s monograph has been appreciated and found useful by so many 
researchers around the world, and it remains as a beautiful monument to her career. It captures her 
personality, sense of humor, and her brilliance as a meticulous parasitologist.  
In recognition of her contributions and achievements, Sharon was inducted into the Pendleton County 
School System Wall of Fame in 2006. 
 
Eugene T. Lyons 

Gene was born in Yankton, South Dakota on May 6, 1931 and passed away on December 7, 2017. He 
earned his bachelor’s degree in zoology from South Dakota State University in 1956, and then graduated 
with his Master’s degree in zoology from Kansas State University in 1958. He was recruited to the University 
of Kentucky, Department of Veterinary Pathology as assistant professor in 1958. In 1960, he relocated to 
Colorado State University to pursue a PhD in Veterinary Parasitology. After graduating with his PhD in 1963, 
he was recruited back to Kentucky to fill a vacant faculty position as assistant professor. Altogether, he 
served at the University of Kentucky for 56 years. 
Gene Lyons’ contributions to the field of veterinary parasitology are immense and almost impossible to 
adequately summarize in just a few paragraphs. Spanning six decades, his career went through some 
distinct phases. When he began his career, the life cycles of several important parasites were not 

Sharon and Gene 
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completely understood, and some were subject to hefty debate among researchers. In the 1960s and 
1970s, Gene made major contributions to the understanding of several parasite life cycles. It all began with 
his PhD, which was devoted to unravelling the life cycle of Uncinaria lucasi in Northern Fur Seals. He 
documented that this parasite was passed from the mother seal to the pups via the colostrum. This was a 
remarkable finding as lactogenic transmission of a nematode parasite was unheard of at the time.  Upon his 
return to Kentucky in 1963, he was curious about the equine threadworm nematode, Strongyloides westeri, 
as foals as young as five days old had been observed to harbor patent infections.  This led Gene to 
hypothesize that transmission of this parasite could be lactogenic as well. Gene often described how excited 
he was to get back to Kentucky and work on this next project.  However, after having examined  hundreds of 
colostrum samples he did not find a single Strongyloides larva. Very typical for Gene Lyons, this did not lead 
him to just reject his hypothesis and finish the project. Rather, he continued the study and expanded it to 
also include milk samples from the later phases of lactation. It turned out that the larvae of Strongyloides 
westeri were passed through the milk, not the colostrum, and these findings were reported in a milestone 
paper in 1973. In 1976, he received the Thomas Poe Cooper Award in recognition of this work. Gene Lyons 
also provided significant input to the understanding and knowledge of the life cycles of two other important 
equine parasites; Strongylus vulgaris  and Thelazia lacrymalis. 
During the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s, the parasitology research team at the University of Kentucky 
conducted a large number of anthelmintic safety and efficacy trials in horses. Essentially, every single 
anthelmintic product that ever made it to the equine market was evaluated by the group. Over the decades, 
they documented and described the occurrence and propagation of anthelmintic resistance in equine 
parasites. The group was world-renowned and its members were recognized as experts within their field.  In 
1966, Drudge and Lyons described the first modern, evidence-based anthelmintic treatment protocol for 
horses, later termed the interval-dose program, and this was widely adopted by the equine industries across 
the world. Gene Lyons made several notable contributions to the understanding of anthelmintic resistance in 
cyathostomin parasites.  In one remarkable study, he demonstrated that benzimidazole resistance remained 
in a cyathostomin parasite population, despite having been left untreated for over 20 years.  In another 
study he documented that shifting from one anthelmintic drug class (benzimidazoles) to another 
(pyrimidines) did not counteract the presence of benzimidazole resistance, but instead led to double 
resistance. Most recently, he was the first mover on providing a plausible explanation for the observed 
shortened strongyle egg reappearance periods following macrocyclic lactone treatment; apparent 
anthelmintic resistance in one particular stage of the cyathostomin parasites; the luminal fourth stage larva 
(L4).  
Other lasting resources established and maintained by Gene Lyons are two historic equine parasitology 
research herds, both maintained at the University of Kentucky since the 1970s. One of these harbors 
double-drug resistant cyathostomin parasites and offers opportunities to study and address a variety of 
current pressing questions about parasite control in the face of developing and ever-emerging anthelmintic 
resistance.  The other herd, remarkably, has been maintained without anthelmintic treatment since 1979 
and provides a valuable resource of drug-naïve parasites. Both of these herds remain valuable assets to 
researchers at the University of Kentucky and world-wide, and they represent a significant part of Gene’s 
impressive legacy. 
A main reason for Gene Lyons’ productivity and success as a research scientist was his incredible work 
ethic. He literally worked seven days a week, from early morning to late evening, year round. He never took 
vacation, and he probably never had a sick day. This allowed him to maintain two careers; one in equine 
and livestock parasitology and another in sea mammal parasitology. Although, he was generally passionate 
about biology and parasites, there was no doubt that his first love and passion was the pinnipeds. Most of 
his ‘vacations’ were spent on making strenuous trips to remote islands to study these animals and their 
parasites in their natural habitat. Over the years, he contributed a vast amount of knowledge about the 
biology of several parasites infecting pinnipeds. In recognition of this work, a hookworm species infecting 
the California sea lion was named after him in 2015, Uncinaria lyonsi. 
Altogether, Gene Lyons leaves a remarkable legacy with over 300 publications. In 1991, he and Harold 
Drudge were co-recipients of the AAVP Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award. In recognition of the 
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close partnership throughout their careers, this is the only 
time this award had not been given to a single individual. In 
2012, he was inducted into the Equine Research Hall of 
Fame. The duration of Gene’s career is unmatched and he 
remained very productive right up until his passing.  
In closing, the passing of Gene Lyons and Sharon Tolliver 
marks the end of an era. They were both true classical 
parasitologists, par excellence. It must have pleased them 
both to witness how classical skills never went out of 
fashion. We may have nanotechnology, next-gen DNA and 
RNA sequencing, and bioinformatics, but at the end of the 
day someone has to be able to identify that parasite and 
describe how it develops within its host before we can apply 
all these new technologies. Gene and Sharon have passed 
these skills on to us, and we are forever thankful. 

Respectfully submitted: Martin K. Nielsen 
 

Sidney A. Ewing (1934-2018) 
Sidney A. Ewing, 83, died January 3, 2018 in Stillwater, Oklahoma.  A 
memorial was held at Bennett Chapel on the OSU campus at 3 PM on 
Saturday, January 6, 2018. 
An Oklahoman by choice, he was born on December 1, 1934, in Emory 
University, Georgia, to Grace and Aubrey Ewing.  He graduated from 
Newton County High School and completed his DVM and BSA at the 
University of Georgia.  He journeyed north to the University of Wisconsin for 
his MS, and came to Stillwater in 1960 to complete a PhD in veterinary 
parasitology with Wendell Krull.  In the summer of 1961 he met Margaret 
Steffens at the University of Michigan Biological Field Station, and they 
married in 1963.  They have three daughters, Holly, Ann, and Leah, born in 
three different states.  Sidney, a veterinary parasitologist, taught and 
pursued research and administration at Oklahoma State, Kansas State, and 
Mississippi State Universities, as well as the University of Minnesota.  His 
work at Oklahoma State spanned more than five decades, and he continued 
to teach veterinary history at OSU even after retirement.  He investigated 
tick-borne diseases, round worms, and countless other parasites, publishing 
numerous scientific papers.  Although a parasitologist by profession, he was 
passionate about plants in the wild and in gardens.  He enjoyed looking at 

all manner of things outside, frequently noticing tiny flowers in unexpected places, celestial phenomena, 
singing birds, and the works of ants, beetles, and other spineless animals. 
He was a kind and gentle person, a deeply committed mentor, and a faithful friend.  He is survived by many 
friends, colleagues, and former students as well as his wife of 54 years, Margaret S. Ewing of Stillwater, and 
daughters, Holly A. Ewing of Greene, ME, Ann K. Ewing (Ryan Schwindt) of Silver Spring, MD, and Leah G. 
Ewing (Geoffrey Tattersfield), as well as one grandchild, Luke C. Schwindt of Silver Spring.  He was pre-
deceased by his parents Grace and Aubrey Ewing, his aunts Julia C. Ewing, Ruth E. Hayes, and survived 
by his siblings, Charles E. Ewing, Marion E. Barnes, and T. Mort Ewing, all of Newton County, Georgia. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the veterinary medicine programs at Oklahoma State 
University or the University of Georgia or to the Botanic Garden at Oklahoma State University. 
A brief biography listing a few of Dr. Ewing’s many accomplishments is posted here. 

Sharon Tolliver & Gene Lyons 

Sidney A. Ewing 

https://aavp.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dee3d69857afbb1f4bef78ab9&id=306535d547&e=968b21fb4b
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Announcements 

Future Parasitology Meetings 

Future meetings of the AAVP 
63rd Meeting: 13-17 July 2018 – Denver, CO 
64th Meeting: 7-11 July 2019 – Madison, WI (joint conference with WAAVP and LIWC) 

American Society of Parasitologists 2018 
The 93rd annual meeting of the American Society of Parasitologists will be held June 21 – 24, 2018 at the 
Marriott Cancun Resort, Quintana Roo, Mexico.  American Society of Parasitologists 

International Conference on Parasitology 2018 
The 5th International Conference on Parasitology will be held July 12 – 13, 2018 in Paris, France.  
International Conference on Parasitology 

International Congress of Parasitology (ICOPA) 2018 
The XIV International Congress of Parasitology will be held August 19 – 24, 2018 in EXCO, Daegu, South 
Korea.  ICOPA 

Australian Society for Parasitology (ASP) 2018 
The 2018 ASP Annual Conference will be held September 24 – 27, 2018 in St Kilda, Melbourne, Australia.  
ASP 

American Society of Tropical Medicine & Hygiene (ASTMH) 2018 
The 67th annual meeting of ASTMH will be held October 28 – November 1, 2018 at the New Orleans, 
Louisiana, USA.  ASTMH 

Conference of Research Workers in Animal Diseases (CRWAD) 2018 
The 2018 CRWAD meeting will be November 30– December 5, 2018 at the Chicago Marriott, Downtown 
Magnificent Mile, Chicago, Illinois, USA.  AAVP continues to support the best student competition in the 
parasitology section of the CRWAD meeting.  CRWAD 

World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology 2019 
The 27th International Conference of the World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology 
will be held at the Frank Lloyd Wright designed Monona Terrace, Madison, Wisconsin, USA, 7th - 11th July 
2019.  WAAVP 
  

https://www.amsocparasit.org/asp-meeting-hotel
https://parasitology.conferenceseries.com/
http://icopa2018.org/
http://parasite.org.au/2018conference/
http://www.astmh.org/
https://crwad.org/
https://www.waavp.org/page/Conferences/12/#.WoZVOYPwaUk
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   Editor: Frank Hurtig 
    Virbac 
    3200 Meacham Blvd 
    Fort Worth, TX 76137 
    Phone: 682.647.3529 
    Email: frank.hurtig@virbacus.com 
 
 
 

Editorial Board:  Lindsay Porter, Brian Herrin, Pablo Jimenez, Miguel Suderman, Kate Purple,  
Brad Scandrett, Jeba Jesudoss, Lisa Young, Kelly Allen, Jake Rodgers. 

 
The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists Newsletter is published three times each year with 
issues in February, June and October.  Contributions to the Newsletter are highly encouraged and should 

be submitted by the dates listed below. 
 

 
   AAVP Newsletter Deadlines for Submissions 

    Newsletter   Deadline 
   February 2018   January 15, 2018 
   June 2018   May 15, 2018 
   October 2018   September 15, 2018 
 
 

Please contact the editor with questions regarding these dates. 
 

mailto:frank.hurtig@virbacus.com
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