AAVP Newsletter

American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists
October, 2020

Volume 42, Number 3

In this issue
IN THIS ISSUE ................................................................... 1

AAVP DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD .......................11

FROM THE PRESIDENT ................................................. 2

AAVP MERCK OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT
AWARD ........................................................................... 12
AAVP CAPC GRADUATE STUDENT AWARD IN ZOONOTIC
DISEASE .......................................................................... 12
BEST STUDENT PAPER AND POSTER COMPETITIONS ....... 13

FROM THE SECRETARY/TREASURER ...................... 4
2021 AAVP MEMBERSHIP DUES ....................................... 4
2020 ANNUAL MEETING REPORT ...................................... 5
AAVP LEADERSHIP, COMMITTEE CHAIRS /
MEMBERS .......................................................................... 7
AAVP 2020 – 2021 OFFICERS AND LEADERSHIP ............ 7
2020 – 2021 COMMITTEES (AS OF JUNE, 2020)................ 7
ELECTED COMMITTEES ................................................... 7
Nominations.................................................................. 7
APPOINTED COMMITTEES ............................................... 7
Archives ........................................................................ 7
Awards Committee ....................................................... 8
Constitution and Bylaws Committee ............................. 8
Education Committee ................................................... 8
Electronic Media Committee ........................................ 9
Finance Committee ....................................................... 9
History Committee ........................................................ 9
Program Committee ................................................... ..9
Publications/Outreach/Research Committee .............. 10
Student Representatives .............................................. 10
2020 AAVP AWARDS COMMITTEE REPORT .......... 11
NOMINATED AAVP AWARDS .......................................... 11
AAVP-BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM DISTINGUISHED
VETERINARY PARASITOLOGIST AWARD .......................11

Looking Ahead To 2021 AAVP Awards ........................ 13
EDUCATORS CORNER: RETHINKING GRADUATE
EDUCATION IN PARASITOLOGY ............................. 14
HISTORY COMMITTEE ............................................... 15
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES.................................. 15
AAVP Member Submissions............................................ 15
Because Parasites Matter- Storiesof Parasitism in a
Globalized World........................................................... 15
AAVP 66TH ANNUAL MEETING 2021 – LEXINGTON,
KENTUCKY..................................................................... 16
FUTURE PARASITOLOGY MEETINGS .................... 17
FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE AAVP ................................... 17
CONFERENCE OF RESEARCH WORKERS IN ANIMAL
DISEASES (CRWAD) 2021 ............................................. 17
WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
VETERINARY PARASITOLOGY 2021 ................................ 17
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF TROPICAL MEDICINE & HYGIENE
(ASTMH) 2021 .............................................................. 17
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON PARASITES OF WILDLIFE
(ICPOW) 2021................................................................ 17

From the President
Dear AAVP members and colleagues,

Doug Carithers
President

As I look out of my office window…OK, my home office window, I
cannot help but reflect on the year that is 2020. What a year of change
(Even though the scenery is staying pretty much the same!). It would
be understandable to be negative about all the changes this year has
demanded of us, but I am feeling positive with what we as an
association have been able to overcome. I am pleased that the good
people at the Snowbird resort released us from our contract, allowing us
to shift our commitment from 2020, to 2022. I was elated that AAVP
program committee was able to make the rapid adjustments and turn
our annual meeting into a unique, virtual success (with additional kudos
to Adriano Vatta and Al Marchiondo). The AAVP essentially pioneered
the first large scale, multi-day Zoom meeting in the veterinary
profession. In fact, numerous organizations modeled their meetings
after ours, and we actually received calls on ‘how are you going to do it’
before our meeting even occurred. I was thrilled that Omnipress, our
regular abstract facilitator and long-time producer of our proceedings
book, was able to take it to the next level and beyond, with their virtual
meeting widget that included video storage, abstract submission, and
playback.

In implementing this capability, their willingness and ability to adapt on-the-fly helped make the
programming committee’s life much easier (thanks in large part to the can-do attitude of Ashley Czech at
Omnipress). I was happy that the good folks at LifeLearn, with their Zoom-Pro (Helena Smith), were able to
host the virtual meeting and make sure it went off with no significant technical issues. Most importantly, I
feel blessed that I am a member of such an outstanding organization of colleagues that make these efforts
all worthwhile! I have received many notes of thanks to the program committee from our members, including
some new members from around the world! In these times, even the little things can put a smile on your
face. For example, Dr. Kaplan’s virtual social hour on evening one of the meeting was a major hit, and I truly
enjoyed seeing everyone on that call.
I can think of no greater honor than your confidence that resulted in my election to lead our organization, but
with the AAVP, leadership is definitely a team sport! The entire executive committee; Mason Reichard,
Martin Nielsen, Antoinette Marsh, Adriano Vatta, Kathryn Duncan, Julie Thompson, Al Marchiondo, with the
departing committee members John Guilleard and Grace VanHoy, all helping lead to the success that we
currently enjoy as an organization.
Our current Executive Committee (a.k.a. 2021 AAVP Annual Meeting Program Committee) is diligently
working on all possible scenarios for our upcoming meeting. We are currently preparing for 3 possible
meeting formats: An in-person meeting, an exclusively virtual meeting, and a combination of both. Our 2021
meeting is scheduled for June 25th to 28th, and we are extremely hopeful this time frame will allow for inperson meeting. Then we will be able to enjoy the opportunity to carry on those all-important hallway
meetings, social event consultations, and lobby bar data-analyses! Even if we have the capability for
everyone to meet face-to-face, after the success of the 2020 virtual meeting, we would still consider
including a virtual component to allow participation by our colleagues from around the globe. Our
President-Elect and Program Chair, Martin Nielsen is very adamant about this possibility and we are
working as a team to make it happen in the most effective, cost-efficient manner.
The AAVP committees all have a solid base, many with new leadership. Due to the inordinate amount of
work that typically falls to the Awards Committee chair, for the first time, we now have co-chairs for that
committee. Please welcome Shelly Michalski and Molly Savadelis as the new co-chairs, and thank Lindsay
Starkey for her outstanding leadership as the outgoing chair of that important committee.
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Tragically, this fall we lost long-time AAVP member and sponsor, Dr. David Young, of Young Veterinary
Research Services. Noting David’s love of the AAVP organization, Corie, Zac and Lauren made the
decision to create a special graduate student award fund for the AAVP in Dr. David’s name. What a
thoughtful and noble gesture by the family! David was a wonderful human, a compassionate scientist, and
this award will be a constant reminder of David’s love of the profession and our organization. In 2022, at the
Snowbird meeting the first recipient will get the first Dr. David Young/AAVP Graduate Student Award.
In the folks on the move department, our very own Secretary-Treasurer, Adriano Vatta, was offered and
accepted the position of Associate Professor of Parasitology at LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, so he
will be moving to Baton Rouge, LA after Thanksgiving. Quite a climate change from the snowy winters in
Kalamazoo, MI! We are so happy for him! Ashley Steuer, our former student representative on the
Executive Committee has accepted a position of Assistant Professor of Parasitology at Texas Tech
University School of Veterinary Medicine. Lastly, Jeba Jesudoss Chelladurai, winner of the AAVP/CAPC
award in 2018, and the AAVP/Merck outstanding Grad Student award in 2019, has accepted a position as
Assistant Professor (Veterinary Parasitology) at Kansas State University.

Doug Carithers, AAVP President Email: doug.carithers@boehringer-ingelheim.com Tel : (770) 331-6069
Submitted by Doug Carithers, AAVP President
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From the Secretary/Treasurer
2020 AAVP Membership Dues
As Secretary-Treasurer, it is my duty to remind members that the renewal period
for AAVP membership for calendar year 2021 is from October 1, 2020 to January
31, 2022. This means that dues now need to be paid. Any members who have
not renewed their memberships by January 31, 2021 will lose their membership
privileges.
Please note that even if the website indicates that your membership expires
sometime after January 31, 2021, if you are not specifically paid-up for 2021, the
official record will indicate that your membership has expired.
Annual dues for regular members are $75.00 per year and $30.00 per year for
Adriano Vatta
students.
Secretary-Treasurer
Dues may be paid online by clicking on the “Membership” tab at the top of the AAVP web page (http://
www.aavp.org) and then clicking “Join / Renew Online”. If you login to the site before clicking “Join / Renew
Online”, your personal information will be prepopulated on the renewal form. Once you have made your
payment, you should receive an e-mail from the AAVP confirming that your account has been updated. If
you require a formal receipt for payment, please contact me. If you are experiencing any problems with the
payment of your dues online, please also contact me for assistance.
If you prefer to pay your dues by check, please mail a check payable to AAVP
to me at the address below. A hard copy of the renewal form may be
downloaded from the website (select “Join / Renew by Mail”).
Members who are in good standing may purchase an online subscription to
Veterinary Parasitology for an additional $50.00 per year. The subscription will
be valid for the calendar year 2021, and the link for payment of the
subscription is also to be found on the “Membership” tab of the AAVP website.

Dues Reminder

Deadline for
payment:
January 31, 2021
Pay online at:
http://www.aavp.org

Thank you for continuing to support the AAVP!
Respectfully submitted,
Dr. Adriano F. Vatta
Secretary-Treasurer, AAVP
6291 North 37th Street
Richland, MI 49083, USA
Phone: (706) 224-9445
Email: adrianovatta@gmail.com
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2020 Annual Meeting Report
The 65th Annual Meeting of the American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists
was held as a virtual meeting from June 20–22, 2020, with judging of
student presentations occurring on June 23. The theme of the meeting was
“Progressive Solutions for Age-Old Problems.”
The Executive Committee
successfully negotiated to amend the contract with the Snowbird Resort without
penalty. We agreed to rebook the venue for the 2022 meeting. Let’s hope that
COVID-19 will not prevent that meeting from taking place in person!
Despite the switch to the virtual format for the 2020 meeting, attendance
totaled 262 registrants. Attendees included 151 regular members, 55 student
members, 33 regular non-members, 22 non-member students, and 1
guest speaker. Attendees were mainly from the United States (187
attendees), Canada (28 attendees), and Germany (12 attendees), and
Adriano Vatta
there was representation from Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, France,
Secretary-Treasurer
Ireland, Italy, Morocco, St. Kitts and Nevis, Switzerland, The Netherlands, and
the United Kingdom.
In terms of membership of the AAVP, at the time of the annual meeting, there were 303 members in total
(with 217 regular, 63 student, and 23 emeritus members), indicating that our membership had remained
stable—there were 298 members in 2019.
Feedback received after the meeting, both via the attendee survey and unsolicited emails from attendees,
indicated a great appreciation for the flexibility demonstrated in providing the meeting in a virtual format and
in the success of the meeting itself.
Meeting of the Executive Committee and the Chairs of the Committees
The meeting of the Executive Committee and the chairs of the committees was held virtually via Zoom on
Friday, June 19, 2020. The complete minutes of this meeting and the business meeting will be made
available on the AAVP website. It should also be noted that the reports from the committee chairs were
published in the summer 2020 newsletter. Discussion points to note from the meeting were those around
including a virtual component for future meetings and the need for new chairs for the awards, constitution
and bylaws, finance, and history committees. Dr. Jim Miller agreed to take on the chair for the finance
committee at the meeting and new chairs have since been identified for the other vacancies: Dr. Molly
Savadelis and Dr. Shelly Michalski as co-chairs for the awards committee, Dr. Lauren Camp for the
constitution and bylaws committee, and Dr. Ashley McGrew for the history committee. The outgoing
chairs, Dr. Lindsay Starkey (awards), Dr. Joe Camp (constitution and bylaws), Dr. Andy Moorhead
(finance), Ms. Sue Howell (history) are thanked most sincerely for their work and contributions. To
conclude the meeting, brief presentations of the venues for the Lexington, Kentucky and the Snowbird, Utah
future meetings were made by the respective program chairs, Dr. Martin Nielsen and Dr. Antoinette Marsh.
AAVP Business Meeting and Awards
The business meeting was held on Sunday, June 21, 2020 as a virtual meeting via Zoom. The AAVP
business meeting was presided over by the AAVP President, Dr. Mason Reichard. Dr. Doug Carithers
advanced from Program Chair and President Elect to the presidency, with Dr. Martin Nielsen advancing
from Vice President to President Elect and Program Chair. Dr. Antoinette Marsh was elected Vice
President and Dr. Adriano Vatta was elected to continue on as Secretary-Treasurer. Dr. Brian Herrin and
Dr. Jessica Rodriguez were elected to the nominating committee. During a separately convened student
committee meeting, Dr. Julie Thompson was elected as the student representative to serve with Dr. Kathryn
Duncan. Dr. Grace VanHoy, whom Julie replaced, is thanked for her many contributions as student
representative to the Executive Committee.
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The Executive Committee approved changes to the budget for 2020. These included a decision to increase
the costs for each level of sponsorship for corporate and other sponsors of the annual meeting, a decision to
set aside $3,500 per year towards the Educators’ Symposium, and the ratifying of guidelines for the
awarding and administration of the Young Investigator Travel Grants.
A virtual transfer of the presidential cow bell from Dr. Reichard to Dr. Carithers was conducted.
We again thank our donors for their support for the named awards at a total of $5,400. The funds were
provided by Boehringer Ingelheim ($1,500 for the AAVP–Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary
Parasitologist Award), CAPC ($1,000 for the AAVP–CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease),
Merck Animal Health ($1,000 for the AAVP–Merck Animal Health Graduate Student Research Award),
Bayer ($950 for the Student Oral Presentation Awards—three places), and Elanco ($950 for the Student
Poster Presentation Awards—three places).
Future Meetings:
2021—June 19–22, Lexington, Kentucky
2022—June 25–28, Snowbird, Utah
Respectfully submitted,
Dr. Adriano F. Vatta
Secretary-Treasurer, AAVP
6291 North 37th Street
Richland, MI 49083, USA
Phone: (706) 224-9445
Email: adrianovatta@gmail.com
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AAVP Leadership, Committee Chairs / Members
AAVP 2020 – 2021 Officers and Leadership
Doug Carithers, President

doug.carithers@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Martin Nielsen, President-Elect & Program Chair
Antoinette Marsh, Vice President

martin.nielsen@uky.edu

marsh.2061@osu.edu

Adriano Vatta, Secretary-Treasurer

adrianovatta@gmail.com

Mason Reichard, Immediate Past-President

mason.reichard@okstate.edu

Alan Marchiondo, Executive Secretary & Program Administrator

amkj46@aol.com

Kathryn Duncan, 2021 Student Representative

katdunc@ostatemail.okstate.edu

Julie Thompson, 2022 Student Representative

jmthompson2961@gmail.com

2020 – 2021 Committees (as of June, 2020)
Here follow the lists of the committee members as of June 2020, with some minor updates. We would
appreciate it if members and chairs would review the lists and provide any updates to the
Secretary-Treasurer so that the lists may be brought up to date.

Elected Committees
Nominations

Yoko Nagamori, Chair (2021)
Lindsay Starkey (2021)
Andy Moorhead (2022)
Brian Herrin (2022)
Alice Lee (2022)

yoko.nagamori@zoetis.com
las0080@auburn.edu
amoorhead@uga.edu
bhh@vet.k-state.edu
alice.lee@vetmed.ufl.edu

Appointed Committees
Archives
Ann Donoghue, Chair (2023)
Tom McTier (2021)
Tom Nolan
Miguel Suderman (2019)
Heather Stockdale Walden (2019)

ardonoghue@gmail.com
tom.mctier@zoetis.com
parasit@vet.upenn.edu
msuderman@cellsystems3d.com
hdstockdale@ufl.edu
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Awards Committee
Molly Savadelis Co-Chair (2023)
Shelly Michalski, Co-Chair (2022)
Lindsay Starkey (2021)
Alice Lee (2021)
Gui Verocai (2021)
Jim Miller (2021)
Joe Camp (2021)
Javier Garza (2023)
Rachel Imai (2023)
Lisa Young (2023)
Kelly Allen (2023)
Janice Liotta (2021)
Frank Guerino (2021)
Susan Little (2021)
Christian Epe (2021)
Dean Dailey (2022)
Peter Thompson (2021)
Meriam Saleh (2022)
Bonnie Bragdon (2022)
Lora Ballweber (2022)

Molly.savadelis@zoetis.com
michalsk@uwosh.edu
las0080@auburn.edu
cl568@cornell.edu
gverocai@gmail.com
jmille1@lsu.edu
jcamp@purdue.edu
jjgarza@mail.wvu.edu
rimai@uoguelph.ca
youngli@elanco.com
Kelly.Allen10@okstate.edu
JLL55@cornell.edu
frank.guerino2@merck.com
susan.little@okstate.edu
Christian.Epe@boehringer-ingelheim.com
dean.dailey@boehringer-ingelheim.com
peter.thompson@ars.usda.gov
Meriam.saleh@okstate.edu
bbragdon@zomedica.com
Lora.ballweber@colostate.edu

Constitution and Bylaws Committee
Lauren Camp, Chair (2023)
Miguel Suderman (2020)
Sriveny Dangoudoubiyam (2021)
Roberto Cortinas (2022)

Education Committee

lcamp@ucdavis.edu
msuderman@cellsystems3d.com
sdangoud@purdue.edu
rcortinas@unl.edu

Heather Stockdale Walden, Chair (2022)
Antoinette Marsh (2022)
Andy Moorhead (2024)
Araceli Lucio-Forster (2021)
Ashley McGrew (2021)
Jennifer Ketzis (2021)
Karen Snowden (2021)
Richard Martin (2021)
Matt Brewer (2021)
Grace VanHoy (2021)
Roger Ramirez-Barrios (2022)
Lauren Camp (2022)
Sriveny Dangoudoubiyam (2022)
Tejbir Sandhu (2022)

hdstockdale@ufl.edu
marsh.2061@osu.edu
amoorhed@uga.edu
al33@cornell.edu
ashley.mcgrew@colostate.edu
jketzis@rossu.edu
ksnowden@cvm.tamu.edu
rjmmartin@iastate.edu
brewermt@iastate.edu
vanhoy.2@osu.edu
arapuey@gmail.com
lcamp@ucdavis.edu
sdangoud@purdue.edu
tejbirsandhu@yahoo.com
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Electronic Media Committee
Jessica Rodriguez, Chair (2022)
Frank Hurtig (2021), Editor
Brian Herrin (2021), Assistant Editor
Meriam Saleh (2022)
Tim Geary (2021)
Flavia Ferrari (2021)
Dean Dailey (2022)
Ashley Steuer (2021)
Shelly Michalski (2022)
Roberto Cortinas (2022)
Tejbir Sandhu (2022)
Ann Donoghue (2023)
Elizabeth Shepherd (2021)

jessica.rodriguez@zoetis.com
frank.hurtig@virbacus.com
bhh@vet.k-state.edu
meriam.saleh@okstate.edu
timothy.g.geary@mcgill.ca
flaviaferrari@yahoo.com.br
dean.dailey@boehringer-ingelheim.com
ashley.steuer@uky.edu
michalsk@uwosh.edu
rcortinas@unl.edu
tejbirsandhu@yahoo.com
ardonoghue@gmail.com
eashepherd@mix.wvu.edu

Finance Committee
Jim Miller, Chair (2023)
Andrew Moorhead (2023)
Pete Hann (2023)
Chris Adolph (2023)
Ashley McGrew (2023)

jmille1@lsu.edu
amoorhed@uga.edu
pete.hann@bayer.com
chris.adolph@zoetis.com
ashley.mcgrew@colostate.edu

History Committee
Ashley McGrew, Chair (2021)
Alan Marchiondo (2021)
Tom Nolan (2021)
Amy Biddle (2021)

ashley.mcgrew@colostate.edu
amkj46@aol.com
parasit@vet.upenn.edu
asbiddle@udel.edu

Program Committee
Martin Nielsen (2023), Chair
Doug Carithers (2022)
Mason Reichard, (2021)
Adriano Vatta (2022)
Kathryn Duncan (2021)
Julie Thompson (2022)
Al Marchiondo (2022)

martin.nielsen@uky.edu
doug.carithers@boehringer-ingelheim.com
mason.reichard@okstate.edu
adrianovatta@gmail.com
kathryn.duncan@okstate.edu
jmthompson2961@gmail.com
amkj46@aol.com
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Publications/Outreach/Research Committee
Miguel Suderman, Chair (2020)
Saurabh Verma (2021)
Rachel Imai (2021)
Natassia Ruse (2021)
Camila de Queiroz (2021)
Timothy Geary (2021)
Mariam Bakshi (2021)
Akinsanya Bamidele (2021)
Evelin Rejman (2021)

msuderman@cellsystems3d.com
sverma@iastate.edu
rimai@uoguelph.ca
rusen@oregonstate.edu
camila.dequeiroz@ucalgary.ca
timothy.g.geary@mcgill.ca
mariam.bakshi@ars.usda.gov
bamidele992@gmail.com
erejman@uoguelph.ca

Student Representatives
Welcome to Julie Thompson who joins Kathryn Duncan as Student Representative to AAVP. Our thanks
to Grace VanHoy who completed her term this year!

Kathryn Duncan
kathryntduncan@gmail.com
(2021)

Julie Thompson
jmthompson2961@gmail.com
(2022)
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2020 AAVP Awards Committee Report
Nominated AAVP Awards
A huge thanks to those who nominated and provided letters of support for all of the nominees in this year’s
pool for the following awards. Also, thanks to the members of the 2020 AAVP awards committee for the
time and effort devoted toward reviewing and selecting from the field of nominees: Kelly Allen, Lora
Ballweber, Scott Bowdridge, Bonnie Bragdon, Joe Camp, Dean Dailey, Christian Epe, Javier Garza, Frank
Guerino, Rachel Imai, Alice Lee, Mani Lejeune, Susan Little, Janice Liotta, Shelly Michalski, Jim Miller,
Meriam Saleh, Molly Savadelis, Peter Thompson, Gui Verocai, Lisa Young, and Anne Zajac.

AAVP-Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award
Dr. Sharon Patton, Professor Emeritus at the University of Tennessee
College of Veterinary Medicine, has been selected as the 2020
Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist. Dr. Patton’s full biography was
featured in the annual meeting’s proceedings (pages 2–5). Her
presentation was enjoyed by many during the plenary session for the
virtual meeting. In addition to the honor this award brings, Dr. Patton
received an engraved plaque and a $1,500 monetary award provided
by Boehringer Ingelheim. Congratulations to Dr. Patton on receiving
this award!

Dr. Sharon Patton

AAVP Distinguished Service Award
Dr. Tom Kennedy, Managing Principal with Eleven Bravo LLC and
partner in Covenant Animal Health Partners, was selected as the
recipient of the AAVP Distinguished Service Award. This
prestigious award recognizes a member who has shown an
extraordinary level of service and long-term commitment to the
AAVP. Dr. Kennedy’s full biography was featured in the annual
meeting’s proceedings (pages 7–8). In addition to the honor this
award brings, Dr. Kennedy received an engraved plaque from the
AAVP. Congratulations to Dr. Kennedy!
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AAVP - Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award
Dr. Ashley Steuer, of the University of Kentucky, was selected as
the recipient of the 2020 AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student
Award. Under the supervision of Dr. Martin Nielsen, Ashley’s Ph.D.
work has focused on the host-parasite interactions of cyathostomins
in horses. Ashley has recently finished her training through the
National Center for Veterinary Parasitology and taken a faculty
position as an Assistant Professor of Parasitology at the Texas Tech
University School of Veterinary Medicine. Ashley’s presentation,
“Cyathostomins: their interaction with the equine host and with my
life,” was played during the plenary session of the virtual meeting.
She received an engraved plaque and a monetary award of $1000
provided by Merck Animal Health. Congratulations to Dr. Steuer!

AAVP CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease
Dr. Pablo David Jimenez Castro was selected as the recipient of the
2020 AAVP-CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease for his
work on Ancylostoma caninum. He is currently enrolled in the dual PhD/
Veterinary clinical parasitology residency program of the Department of
Infectious Diseases at the University of Georgia, College of Veterinary
Medicine. His doctoral research has focused on investigating the
biology, epidemiology and genetics of multiple drug resistance in
Ancylostoma caninum. His talk was titled, “Efficacy evaluation of
anthelmintic products against an infection with canine hookworm
(Ancylostoma caninum) isolate Worthy 4.1F3P in dogs.” He received an
engraved plaque and a monetary award of $1000 provided by CAPC.
Congratulations to Dr. Castro!
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Best Student Paper and Poster Competitions
The student competition for the 2020 virtual meeting was a tad different than in years past, but the students
persevered and thrived in the new format! In total, 56 students participated in the competition (33 in the
platform competition and 23 in the poster competition)! The Best Student Paper competition was sponsored
by Bayer and the Best Student Poster competition was sponsored by Elanco. There were 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place awards given in each category with $500, $300, and $150 honoraria, respectively. .
Best Student Paper
Sponsored by Bayer

Best Student Poster
Sponsored by Elanco

1st Place
$500

Kathryn Duncan
(Oklahoma State University)

Jaimie Butler
(University of Prince Edward Island)

2nd Place
$300

Justin Stilwell
(University of Georgia)

Kellee Sundstrom
(Oklahoma State University)

3rd Place
$150

Mark McHugh
(Iowa State University)

Eranga de Seram
(University of Saskatchewan)

Honorable
Mention
Free 2021
registration

Jennifer Bellaw
(University of Kentucky)
John Sanders
(Virginia Tech)

Evelin Rejman
(University of Guelph)
Pom Wititkornkul
(Aberystwyth University)

Each student pre-recorded and uploaded their platform or poster presentation and was available for a Q&A
session with the judges live via Zoom. Students were in virtual attendance from the UK, Europe, China,
Australia, Canada, Brazil, and the US.
Endless thanks go out to our members who were willing to devote their time toward virtual judging and put
forth the effort to provide written feedback to the students: Bonnie Bragdon, Joe Camp, Dean Dailey,
Christian Epe, Frank Guerino, Alice Lee, Mani Lejeune, Susan Little, Shelly Michalski, Meriam Saleh, Molly
Savadelis, Peter Thompson, Gui Verocai, Lisa Young, & Anne Zajac.
Many students have reached out to me following the meeting to thank all of you for the constructive
comments provided.
LOOKING AHEAD TO 2021!
Nominations are now open for the named AAVP awards for 2021. Check out the nomination and eligibility
requirements posted on the AAVP website (https://www.aavp.org/documents/2013/02/aavp-awardguidelines.pdf/). Nomination packets will be due early in April 2021. Check your listserv emails for reminders
and official deadlines. Completed packets can be turned in via email at any time up until the deadline to
either of the awards committee co-chairs: Molly Savadelis (molly.savadelis@zoetis.com) or Shelly Michalski
(michalsk@uwosh.edu)
If you missed the opportunity to sign up to join the awards committee, please contact either co-chair to join
on for the next three years.
Respectfully submitted by Lindsay A. Starkey, Outgoing Chair, AAVP Awards Committee
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Educators Corner: Rethinking Graduate Education in Parasitology
I think we can all agree that 2020 is definitely one for the history books. Many of us are educators and
have been thrown into the world of virtual learning. We spent the 2019 Educator’s Symposium at the
University of Florida learning new ways to integrate technology into the classroom, in both lectures and
labs, as well as new ways to engage students. Little did we know that would be a requirement for most
of us so soon. In July, Andy Moorhead and I hosted a Mini-Educator’s meeting via Zoom with the
agenda of discussing how to conduct online labs, active learning strategies and specifically hearing from
those that have been using this already in their classroom, and how to best conduct assessments
virtually. The turn out and enthusiasm was beyond expectations. This four-hour Zoom session included
over 40 parasitology educators, all with the same goal of developing effective ways to teach online.
Some of the biggest challenges with virtual learning, whether doing a synchronous Zoom lecture or lab
or pre-recording the lecture to post online, is the lack of student interaction and just the unfamiliarity with
online delivery and the programs used by different institutions. Teaching remotely makes it more difficult
to reach poorly performing students and to have meaningful interactions with students. There was
concern for the mental well-being of both students and instructors and how to administer an exam online
and minimize cheating. Everyone is trying to make a connection and emphasize the important aspects
of parasitology that still uphold the core competency standards for the knowledge and skill base
necessary for practicing veterinarians by using new techniques and ‘outside the box’ ideas to get the
message across.
Screenshot of the
attendees for the
Mini-Educator's
meeting focusing on
virtual learning
techniques

What we found out during this meeting was just how different institutions were regarding guidance for
lecture and lab preparations and expectations. Many already had platforms for online delivery in place.
Others were still trying to meet in-person with PPE. Others were just starting to put together online
resources so it was learning in progress. People were trying everything from Zoom, to Canvas, WebEx
and Microsoft Teams, to name a few.
As a group, we decided to post resources online through NCVP, including cases, photos, and videos, as
well as put together a Slack channel to facilitate discussions and share files in real time.
I think we are all doing our best, in every aspect, under such a stressful and unfamiliar time. Andy and I
are so proud and honored to be a part of such an outstanding organization, devoted to the field of
parasitology and the training and education of veterinarians and future parasitologists. We are looking
forward to many more meetings to come!
Respectfully,
Heather Walden, Education Committee Chair
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History Committee

Student Representatives
Welcome to Julie Thompson who joins Kathryn Duncan as Student Representative to AAVP! While Julie
still claims Georgia as her home state (Go Dawgs), she is currently pursuing a PhD in Biomedical Sciences
from the Tulane University School of Medicine in New Orleans, LA. Her current research focuses on the
molecular epidemiology of Trypanosoma cruzi and aims to understand the different transmission networks
that exist between humans, domestic and wild animals, and insect vectors. Through next-generation
sequence analysis and the use of bioinformatics techniques, she hopes to more thoroughly understand
how changes in the parasite genome affect clinical and pathologic outcomes in both human and veterinary
medicine. Aside from research and dodging hurricanes, her quarantine hobbies include cooking
(particularly homemade bread and pasta), enjoying the outdoors, and propagating an absurd number of
houseplants like any true millennial. We are excited to have you, Julie, and our deepest gratitude goes to
Grace VanHoy who completed her term this year!
Together, we have brainstormed and planned some new
student activities for AAVP 2021, including an editorial
board Q&A. We can’t wait to see everyone next summer!
Many of our student chapters are getting creative during this
virtual world. For example, virtual BINGO! More than ever,
staying connected as a group is paramount. We realize
navigating this semester is challenging for everyone,
especially the students. Please reach out if we can be of any
assistance!

AAVP Member Submissions
AAVP member, Vincenzo Lorusso, has begun a new column entitled "Because Parasites Matter - Stories
of Parasitism in a Globalised World" for the WAAVP Newsletter. His first article "What Links Parasitology
with the 2019 Nobel Prize in Economics" can be found on the November 2020 WAAVP newsletter (https://
www.waavp.org/uploads/docs/xetgpbt4_2020_Oct_Newsletter_Vol_22_No_2.pdf) or on his own website
(https://www.africajapan.org/post/what-links-parasitology-with-the-2019-nobel-prize-in-economics). We look
forward to more of his work that allows us to step back and look at the broader impact of good that the field
of parasitology brings to the world!
AAVP: Advancing Veterinary Parasitology Through Research and Education
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AAVP 66th Annual Meeting 2021 – Lexington, Kentucky
Make plans to attend the 2021 AAVP Annual Meeting, June 19 - 22, 2021
We are monitoring the COVID-19 situation very closely and are planning for each of three possible
scenarios: 1) The pandemic is behind us with all restrictions lifted, enabling us to have the meeting similar
to 2019 and prior; 2) We are forced to cancel outright and organize a virtual meeting like we did for the 2020
meeting; or 3) We can have the meeting in-person, but at a reduced capacity, using a hybrid virtual/inperson format.
While all the above scenarios remain possible at this point, the general expectation is that things will not go
back to where they pre-2020, and that we will be finding ourselves in a “new normal”. In speaking with the
intended meeting venue (the Downtown Hilton Hotel in Lexington, Kentucky) as well as our virtual partner
(Omnipress), the resounding message is that hybrid meetings will become the new normal for future
conferences. At the moment, we are still working through the details of how this would look like for the
AAVP conference, and will keep the AAVP membership informed as we get this defined.
We ask for your patience as we work through this situation. We will likely survey the membership to solicit
suggestions and estimate the attendance for the meeting. Evidence of a reduced expected attendance
would allow us to renegotiate the contract with the hotel if need be, avoiding financial penalties for not
meeting the currently defined minimums. It is possible that we may have to repeat this survey as we
approach the meeting. We apologize in advance for the inconvenience this may cause you, but hope for
your help and assistance as we work through these challenges. Thus, it is imperative that you complete the
surveys to help the AAVP stay financially stable during this transitional time.
Currently, our deadlines are as follows:
FEB 25, 2021:
Open early bird hotel and meeting registration.
APR 4, 2021:
Deadline for young investigator travel grant applications.
APR 15, 2021:
Deadline for abstract submissions.
MAY 26, 2021:
Early registration deadline, early bird hotel reservation deadline.
Respectfully submitted,
Martin K Nielsen (2021 program chair and president elect)
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Future Parasitology Meetings
Future meetings of the AAVP
66th Meeting: 19-22 June 2021 – Lexington, Kentucky
67th Meeting: 25-28 June 2022 - Snowbird, Utah

World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology 2021

The 28th International Conference of the World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary
Parasitology will be held at the Convention Centre, Dublin, Ireland, 18 – 22 July, 2021. http://
www.waavp2021.com/

The Conference of Research Workers in Animal Diseases (CRWAD) 2021

The 2021 CRWAD meeting will be December 3 - 7, 2021 in Chicago, Illinois at the Chicago Marriott
Downtown Magnificent Mile.

American Society of Tropical Medicine & Hygiene (ASTMH) 2021
The 70th ASTMH Annual Conference will be held at teh Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center,
National Harbor, Maryland, USA, 17 - 21 November, 2021.

International Congress on Parasites of Wildlife (ICPOW) 2021
We are very excited to invite you to join us for the 4th International Congress on Parasites of Wildlife
(ICPOW) which will take place at Skukuza in the Kruger National Park, South Africa. This conference is
hosted by the Parasitological Society of Southern Africa and will thus also include the annual meeting of
the society. The conference will be held from 19–22 September 2021.
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The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists
Editor: Frank Hurtig
Associate Editor: Brian Herrin
Virbac
1301 Solana Blvd, Ste 2400, Building 2,
Westlake, TX 76262
Phone: 682.647.3529
Email: aavpnewsletter@gmail.com

The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists Newsletter is published three times each year with
issues in the winter, prior to the annual meeting and the fall. Contributions to the Newsletter are highly
encouraged and should be submitted by the dates listed below.
AAVP Newsletter Deadlines for Submissions

Newsletter

February 2021
May 2021
October 2021

Deadline

January 15, 2021
April 15, 2021
September 15, 2021

Please contact the editor with questions regarding these dates.
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